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PREFACE. 


T is ſure that the great Intent of Religion, is to bring 
Men into a near Communion and Intimacy with 
God, whilſ they are here on the Earth, both by bis 
Word and Providences; and where this end is no 
deſigned, it is a very, low Intereſt that can. be made by 
the Profeſſion theresf : For it may be evident, how the 
Intellectual Part of Man, when it is in à ſerious and 
true Exerciſe, muſt tend either to their greatęſt Tor- 
ment, or to an unexpreſſible Foy, when they cannot but 
fee that their Good is not in their own Hand, but muſt 
every moment be dependent on an inviſible Refuge and 
Support ; fince men are no Statutes, but in the ſolid uſe 
of Reaſon, muſt have deep impreſſions, both as to fears 
and hopes of future Events, and how ſad and ſurpriſing 
Changes may be near in the Public State of Nations 
and Cities, as well as of Perſons when all Human 
Refuge and Aſiſtances will fail; yea, when then the - 
great Law-giver's Right and Authority to a paſſive 
Obedience, will be found indiſputable in the way of 
Judgment, over ſuch, who would not acknowledge the 
ſame by active Obedience, under a Treaty of Grace. 
But yet ſuch is the tender Regard of the Majeſty of God 

to Human Race, and to the Work of his own Hand, 
that in the moſt ſevere, judicial Procedure with a Peo- 


ple and Nation, he does not ſurpriſe without previous 
AS Warnin 


= - 1 


W arnings_ before the Decree. go forth, and hath a 
time of Patience herein, if ſo be, the Voice of threaten- 
ed Judgment might be regarded; and whereby ſuch 
Strokes, as have at laſt made deſolate, might have been 
prevented . Tho' I find not either in Divine or Human 
Record, that any Kingdom or People, did truly meet 
Ged in the way of bis Wrath, to put a Stop thereto, 
upon extraordinary premonitory Signs, except that one 
| Inſtance of Nineveah. _ I know it is no eaſy thing to 
underſtand Warnings from Heaven aright, aud to have 
4 clear Interpretation of ſuch Providences, ar to diſ- 
cern the approaches of Divine Vengeance, when ſuch 
intervals of forbearancs, as are uſual betwixt one Step 
and another thereof, takes off all fear of a greater woe . 
that may te to come. There are two things which may 
occaſion ſome deep and ſerious thought about the ſame, 
with reſpef Jo this juncture of Time we are now in: 
The F irſt ! is, as to that difference which is betwixt ex- 
; tracrdinary Warnings in the way of a Treaty, and ſuch 
aſtoniſhing Providences as are of a predicting Nature, 
as preſaging Signs, and as a ſignal of Judgment in its 
near approach to particular Places, which, ſpeaks the 
Certainty of what is ſignified thereby : This is a Sub- 
JeCt that may ſurely cauſe matter of great Refleftion up- 
on what hath been both of late, and for ſome conſider- 
able time paſt, made viſible by tirange and unuſual Di Iſ- 
coveries of God this way, both from the Heaven and 
the Earth beneath: Nor can it be in the Dark, how 
fuch are become then portentous Signs and Proguoſtica- 
tions of future Events; when they ceaſe to affeft and 
warn 
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warn, or to work in a monitory zagy upon Men's Spirits : 
when the ſaddeſt of Mortal Signs does not awaken, nor 
tend to reclaim ; when the Dread and Reverence of 
God does not accompany the moſt extraordinary Occur- 
rences, of Providence, but Men thus become rather 
more hardened; yea, when ſuch unuſual Signs meet in 
an extraordinary Seaſon of fin, and paint as with the 
Finger thereat ; which is à Conjunttion of another 
kind, that hath a more diſmal aſpe#, than all that 
was ever pretended, or feared from the Planets : But 
oh! who ſhall live when God does this, aud does 
ceaſe to warn any more, after renewed and unuſual 
Methods. he hath taken with this Generation for this 
end? But there is a Second thing ta be matter alſo. of 
ſeriqus thoughts herewith, for what ends ſuch extraor- 
dinary Signs may be directed, fince they never be in 
vain, When now there ſeems uo promiſing Efficacy or 
Influence therewith, on the ſpirits of moſt, and are ſo 
eaſily paſt, as if they had no Commiſion from Heaven 
to diſcharge : But ſure then is it that the Majeſty of 
God will make known, he hath not forſaken the Earth; 
ſo that when his Nord hath no Regard or Intercourſe 
with Men's Souls,s he will not yet leave them without 
ſeme ſenſible demonſtration of himſelf, and of a Divine 
and Inviſible Power above them; as this way be will 
aiſo awake and put his People more on their Watch, 
and to be on a preparatory Work, whatever Storm may 
be to blow. 
This Scripture on which the following Diſcourſe 
15 founded, does give a moſt ſingular Account, how far 
a Chriſtian may be ra fed above his ordinary reach, by 
a ſpecial 
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4 ſpecial Faith, in the Power and Evidence thereof, 
when it can have no poſſible Riſe from any natural 
Cauſe; yea, as there is a Suppoſal here made of ſuch a 
prodigious Concuſſion of the Earth, as if the Frame of 
Nature ſhould be diſſolved by ſome Earthquake, and is 
there literally to be underſtood ; it did give a ſpecial 
Call to ſpeak thereon in the firſt part of this Diſcourſe, 
when ſuch a concurrent Call was alſo in the way of Pro- 
vidence thereto, and to offer ſome ſpecial Reflections on 
what hath in this laſt Year 1692 occurred. I know 
the publiſhing thereof, might ſeem now too late, ibo I 
bope it may be the more ſeaſonable to revive the Senſe ( 
end Remembrance thereof, after ſome others have, (1 
doubt not) with much advantage diſcourſed on the ſame 
Providence, tho' I knew not thereof, when this was 


writ. | 
And ] had not the leaſt thought to have touched any 

thing of that Additional Diſcourſe which is in the 
Cloſe, :/ ( in the bleſſed Diſpoſal of the Lord) there had þ 
not then been ſome remarkable concurring Providence, k 
which thus put me to ſome deep aud ſerious thoughts on t 
ſuch a Subject and to have my Soul more nearly joined 
in therewith, for keeping fight of the way of the Lord, K 
in ſuch ſteps thereof, as needed his ſpecial Conduct and e 
Teaching in a more than ordinary way. : 
Sg | t 
f 
fe 
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EARTHQUAKES. 


PSAL. zi, 4a 


Gad is our refuge and ſtrength, a very preſent help in 
trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though the 
Earth be removed : and though the Mountains be 
carried into the midſt of the Sea. Though the Wa- 
ters thereof roar and be troubled, though the Moun- 
tains ſhake with the ſwelling thereof. 


T is one of the moſt adorable Myſteries of Truth, 
that for an Eternity the glorious God would hide 
himſelf within himſelf, in that unconceivable Fel- 
lowſhip, and Enjoyment of the bleſſed Trinity when 
there was no created Exiſtence. But as ſuch a Re- 


flection muſt be bounded with a becoming ſilent and 
humble Admiration, as being too wonderful for us 
to think on; ſo is it matter of the higheſt joy and 
exultation of ſpirit , that we ſhould have this day 


ſuch a Being as admits us to ſee and enquire upon 
the Glory of that Work, which he hath brought 
forth within time, ſo infinitely becoming the Per- 


fection of the Deity ; and to have ſo clear a Diſ- 


covery of the ſame, not only in the whole Diſpenſa- 
tion of Nature and Providence, but as it is more 
nearly related to us in the Diſpenſation of Grace, 

and 
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2 DISCOURSE ON EARTHQUAKES. | 
and in the Speciality of that Work that he hath about 
each of his People in this Militant State; yea, thus 
to ſee on what Security we are fixed againſt the 
greateſt hazards, and fear of future events: it was 
on this account that the P/almi/t here, bears ſo great 
and wonderful a Teſtimony for God, and to the 
ſureneſs of their State, who have him to be their 
alone Refuge, and truſt in the - moſt extreme 
Caſe. - ET oP RO OR. b_ 

This is indeed a rare paſſage of Scripture, and 
does imply, e e 

1. A ſuppoſal of that which is one of the moſt tre- 
mendous Providences that can occur, a Concuſſion of 
the Earth, whereby the whole frame of Nature 
would ſeem not only to be ſhaken and caſt into a 


_ trembling poſture, but turned out of its place: And 


there is no reaſon to account for a Metaphor that the 
P/almift makes uſe of, but to be taken in the literal 
Senſe, as that which is ſuppofeable may occur to 
the moſt excellent on the Earth. h e 

But 2. What is more wonderful here, is a Sup- 
Pofal made of ſuch a ſtupendous Earthquake by this 
Man of God, as though it were preſent and viſible 
to his Senſes, withont any - Trepidation or Earth- 
quake on his Soul, to ſhew what a pitch fometimes 
the Faith of Aſſurance may be at, and what Relief 


thus is attainable amidft the greateſt terrors of 


Senſe, in the Light and Power of Religion, as is 
above the comprehenſion of Nature. He was one 
who had made a great Trial of God, and of ac- 
quaintance with him by inward converſe, and does 
thus ſpeak in a Dialect that is not intelligible to ſuch 
who may pretend the higheſt flight, by Reafon, in 


the Sear ches of Nature. I ſhall offer ſome propoi- 


tions for a more clear underſtanding and improve- 
ment of this Scripture , the firſt wheredf is this, 
That the moſt ſelect and eminent of the Satnts may 
5 N | ' meet 


5 DISCOURSE ON EARTHQUAKES. 3 


meet with ſuch a Trial to their Faith of the ſame na- 
ture as is here mentioned of ſome extraordinary concuſ- 
ſion of the Earth as would ſeem to overturn the Settled 
courſe and Conſtitutions of Nature: It is true, ſuch a 
ſtrange Providence is not ſtill alike in the ſame man- 
ner or meaſure, but ſometimes is with the moſt 
tender regard, as a premonitory Warning and Sign on- 
ly, when at other times it is with the greateſt terror 
of an immediate deſolating judgment. 

That a Suppo/al of this kind may be ſuitable to 
the moſt endeared Favourites of Heaven, needs be 
no ſtrange or difficult thing, when it is conſidered 
how it is by no external Providences the Lord hath 
deſigned the more ſpecial diſcoveries of his Love to 
his People, and that no Trial can be ſo aſtoniſhing 
or at ſuch a pitch, as to exceed the meaſure and al- 
lowance of their Grace; but that the Expence this 
way be ever proportioned to their Receipts, and 
meaſure of Faith; yea, how it is to the moſt diſmal 
trials and extremity the Lord hath reſerved the 


greateſt experiments of his diſtinguiſhing reſpects to Chriſ- 


lians, and where his leading into the one by an im- 


mediate Conduct, hath been made ſo obſervable to 


make way for the other, and ſome more extraordi- 
nary appearance of himſelf in ſuch a cale. 

It is not needful to inſiſt on any concurrence of 
Natural and Occult Cauſes, that may be in ſo ſtu- 


pendous a Providence, when ſuch difficulty and con- 


tradition is to be ſeen amongſt the late Writers, and 


ſuch as have made the greateſt ſearch upon this head; 


and is ſo conjectural and problematic a thing, to know 
what influence herein the Sun may have, or ſubterra- 


neous fires, as Deſcartes ſpeaks ; or mineral Vapours 


and Irruptions of Winds, penned up in the Caverns and 
Bowels of the Earth; ſo dark is the Judgment that is 
on ſuch an amazing Phenomenon, though it fall in 
within the ſphere of Nature, when it is ſo viſibly pre- 
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4 DISCOURSE ON EARTHQUAKES. 


ternatural beſides the courſe thereof. But it is a 
remarkable reflection which Ariſtotle makes, ſpeak- 
ing upon this very Subject, that they muſt be bru- 
tith and ſtupid who are not deeply affected with ſo 
amazing a thing as an Earthquake, not only upon 
the Hazard, but as to the Original and Cauſe there- 
of: yea whatever ſubſerviency the Majeſty of God 
may make of inferior Cauſes in ſuch Providences, 
when he does in ſo ſtupendous a way appear, yet 
it calls us to a deep and tremendous Senſe hereof, as 
his alone Work. 

But ſince this is a Subject of ſuch weight, and 
what may juſtly cauſe great thoughts of Heart in the 
preſent Day, I ſhall ſpeak a little to ſome ſpecial 
enquiries hereon. The firſt is this, on what clear 
and infallible grounds ſuch an aſtoniſhing coucuſſion of 
the Larth by an Earthquake, ſhould be reckoned as a 
Divine Sign, and to have a ſupernaturai Cauſality in 
directing the ſame to a Nation, and ſome particular 
place more than to others ; for giving Light there- 
tO. | 

It cannot poſlibly be denied that ſuch as are 
Secret Signs, and expreſsly foretold in the Scripture 
to take place, muſt have a Divine and ſuper- 
natural Caujality for accompliſhing the ſame, 
that go above all inferior or ſecondary Cauſes, and 
can have no dependance thereon. 

2. Itis ſure alſo, how this ſtupendous Providence 
is in a peculiar way reſerved by the Lord to be 4 
demonſtration of himſelf to the World, in the great- 
neſs of bis Power and more immediate Preſence, by 
making that which he hath ſettled and made firm in 
itſelf, not only to ſhake but cleave aſunder; to ſhew 
his abſolute dominion over the moſt ſettled Conſti- 


- 


tutions of Nature. Thus did he in ſuch a way cauſe 


Numb. the Earth to rent in wo, and ſwallow Dathan and 
16. 13. Abiram, to ſet up ſuch a e ſign of Judg- 
ment 
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ment hereby, where Nature could have no concur- 
rence ; yea, in this way, though in a promiſſory Senſe 
did the Lord give ſo extraordinary a demonſtration of 


himſelf and of his immediate preſence upon that Mar- 


velous effuſion of the Spirit. Act. 4, 31. when he 


cauſed the Houſe and Earth to ſhake underneath, 
both to ſeize their ſpirits with a more deep fear and 
Reverence, and as a Sign that he would make the 
Nations to ſhake and tremble before his Divine 
Power by the Goſpel. Yea, in the ſame manner 
did he bear teſtimony to the Divinity of Chriſt in his 
ſufferings, by which a tremendous Earthquake, as 
an immediate and ſupernatural Sign; in which ſenſe 
through the Scripture as it is ever given, as an ex- 
traordinary appearance of God for ſome ſpecial end, 


ſo it is unqueſtionable the greateſt Commenter we 


have on the Scripture, 1s that which was writ x the 
finger of God himſelf in his Work. | 
3. It is with an undeniable evidence, we ſis a 
ſupernatural Influence and Cauſality in fuck a Pro- 
vidence, hath in all ages been matter of ſolemn Ob- 
ſervation upon theſe remarkable events have follow- 
ed ſuch a Sign; ſo as in the moſt judicious Records of 
Hiſtory, we do rarely find the one mentioned with-- 
out reſpect to the other: Thus Joſephus does moſt 


punctually relate theſe Earthquakes, that did fo 
nearly precede the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and the 
expiration of the Judaica] State, as they were pre- 
dicted by our Lord himſelf, Marth. 24. 7. 

4. Yea, itis beyond queſtion how ſometimes ſuch 
Earthquakes fall out with theſe tremendous Circum- 
- flances, and clear Evidence of an immediate Divine 
appearance; as ſerves a conſtraint herewith, on a 


natural conſcience, to ſee and acknowledge a ſuperna- 


tural cauſe, and that they have ſome extraordinary 
Commiſſion; ſo as it is not poſſible then for the 


worſt of Men, to keep off the terror and EY | 
- B2 | 0 
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6 DISCOURSE ON EARTHQUAKES. 


of an inviſi He God. And we ſee little what Intereſt | 


the Miniſtry of the Angels hath herein, who have 


ſurely a more peculiar Delegation and Service in 


ſuch extraordinary Acts of Providence. 
6. As it is needful to underſtand the Rule of 8 
vidence, e re we can diſcern aright the Seals appended 


thereto, ſo is it evident that a great and ſtupendous 


Earthquake is foretold to be one of the ſtrange events 


of the loft Trumpet; which muſt aſſuredly take place 


in theſe laſt times, and have a literal accompliſhment: 
And though its appearance then will be ſomething we 
may judge, of an extraordinary kind, with ſome aſ- 
toniſhing marks of Judgment; yet it is the intent of 


that Prediction clear herein, that when there is any 


appearance of God this way, it calls the World to a 


very ſolemn and awful regard of the ſame, and for 


ſome correſpondent acts of Reverence and Homage, 


as is luitable to a Providence whereon he does put 


ſo ſignal an Impreſs of his terror and greatneſs. 
But itwere well if Men's ſpirits were more prepared 


and inclinable not only to entertain any ſuch intima- 


tion with Reverence and fear of the Divine Ma- 
jeſty, but to improve the ſame for a greater ſtrength- 


ning of their own faith of his glorious Being, and of 
the Divinity of his Words, when it is alſo directed 


for ſuch an end. 

A ſecond Enquiry a this ſubject and of great 
ule, 

Is what may be more e ſpecially judged as the grounds 


of any ſuch extraordinary Warnings and ſigns to a Na- 


tion, where God hath clearly revealed his Counſels and 
Fudgments by his Word, and of his making uſe there- 
of. 


Though here the. Sovereignty of his Will ſhould 


both ſilence and ſubject our Spirits in ſuch a caſe, 
yet there can be no Darkneſs therein, to any of a 


ſerious and judicious Spirit, when they ſee 1. Such 
a ſuitable 
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à ſuitable congruity therewith, to that tenderneſs 
which the Son of God hath to mankind, and to 
Kingdoms and Nations in his Government of the 
World, that he will not only ſpeak by his word but 
go to the utmoſt, by more extraordinary Warnings 
of ſome great and unuſual ſtroke of Judgment e're 
it come, ſo as nothing may be wanting either to re- 
claim, or render ſuch a People unexcuſable: And it 
hath a moſt fad and fatal aſpect, if this hath no ſuit- 
able impreſſion in the preſent Day. 2. This can 
be no dark or ſtrange thmg when the times we are 
in, are ſuch, that the Honour and Glory of the God- 
head is intereſted to appear in ſome unuſual manner 
before Men, when no application of Light to the 
Judgment, either from his Words or Works, in an 
ordinary way does prevail, when his Name is in ſo 
viſible a way blaſphemed, and all wherein he has 
placed his Name of ſo low a regard with this Genera- 
tion. 3. Yea, may not yet ſome more ſtrange and 
immediate appearance to this Generation be expec- 
ted, when ſuch a viſible tendency now is to /acrifice 
to natural cauſes, whatever hath the greateſt evidence 
to bring near an affecting Senſe of the Deity, unto 
Men's conſciences ; and to account it a ſmall thing to 


arraign and ſubject the greateſt of his Works to the 


Comprehenſion of their dark and limited Reaſon; 
and that their Wiſdom hath ſuch a dominion and 
influence on future events, as they can give Law 10 
Providence, and even lay wagers on what the next day 
is to bring forth. Oh! may not ſome unuſual applica- 
tion be yet more than expected, to let men know 
they are under the dominion of that God, who can 
in a moment break the moſt promiſing Means and 
meaſures taken by Human Counſel, by one touch of 
his hand; and what hath been thought moſt infalli- 
ble in the courſe of Human affairs. 4. And may it 


not be feared, that when theſe are ſo rare, who 7r = 
| 5 
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ble at the Word and Threatnings of an invifil ble God, 
they ſhould meet with ſuch awakening Signs, as cauſe 


the Earth to tremble beneath? which in the very na- 


ture thereof, is ſuited to beget an awful and trem- 
bling poſture of Spirit, and let us ſee how every mo- 


ment it is dependant on Heaven, and in the Reve- 
rence thereof, that the Earth does not rent and ſwal- 


low Meñ up. But it is clear alfo that extraordinary 
appearances of God, not only in Judgment, but in 


the way of Grace, have been moſt diſcernable, when 


things have come to an Extremity in the trials of 
Chriſtians, and when their Faith and Patience have 
. been ready to be overſet by diſappointments, and 
contrary appearances, . anſwerable to that of a, now 
will I ariſe, now will I be exalted, now will I lift up 
myſelf, ſaith the Lord. 

A third Enguiry, that I humbly judge i is of con- 
cern here, is what ſuitable and ſafe application may 
be made of ſuch extraordinary Providences, to the pre- 
fent Day and placc we are in. 

Since it is requiſite that any impreſſion of Fear, 
on ſuch an account, be fixed on ſolid and rational 
grounds, and we be not affrighted with Shadows, 
but according to that evidence they bear of being ſu- 
pernatural ſigns and forewarnings, to have an an- 
iwerable ſenſe thereof; on which account, as to clear 
and applicatory judgment in ſuch a caſe, I fhall yet 
further offer a few things to be conſidered for this 
end. 1. That when ſomething aſtoniſhing and un- 
uſual, above any influence of natural cauſes, is given 
to be a premonitory fign to a. Nation or People, 
and hath an extraordinary call with it, it does ſurely 
ſpeak there is ſome more than ordinary Piece of the 
Work of God than in bringing forth there, and on a 
near approach; yea, that is on ſome great and im- 
portant ground, when the Lord does this way ap- 
Pear. 2. It is of undoubted evidence which we 


muſt | 
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muſt peremptorily hold by, that where the Majeſty 
of God takes an unuſual way to awake and warn a 
People, they muſt either anſwer the ſame, or elſe 
they are infallible prognoſtics of Wrath and judg- 
ment, and ſome diſmal Night coming on: Nor can 
any ſign be more mortal than this, that Men will 
not conſider the Work of God, or regard the operation 
of his Hand, when it hath unavoidable evidence to- 
be his alone Work. 3. There may be a clear and 
_ infallible application of what is more extraordinary 
in any appearance of God to a Nation, when ſuch 
forewarnings have moſt immediately gone before 
ſome aſtoniſhing judgment, on a People who have 
not been under, more aggravating circumſtances of 


Guilt; yea, not comparable to the height that is this 


Day in our caſe : Since ſuch Precedents of the ſeveri- 
ty of judgments in one place, are undoubtedly given 
to be a premonitory ſign to another. 4. Yea, when 
there is ſome more ſingular conjunction and reiterating 
in a ſucceſſive way of ſuch awakening ſigns, it then 
hath not only a diſtinct ſound, but a loud cry of ſome 
near and immediate approach of judgment, and that 
it may come upon the laſt Call. I know it is one of 
the greateſt things of practical Religion, that needs a 
near intercourſe with God, to have any ſuch appli- 
cation brought near to Men's Souls, both in order to 
fear, and to account alſo the more immediate ap- 
pearances of his Power and Workings, as a matter 
of their greateſt joy, that the ſenſe of a Deity might 
thus more ſtrongly work on ſuch a Generation: But 
oh! how ſad a token is it, when ſuch are not only 
rejected, but have a ſiniſtrous and falſe application 
made of the ſame; and to ſee the Earth trembling at 
the near approaches of Divine wrath, when ſuch as 
dwell thereon, have no fear of this kind, as Habac. 
3. 10. The Mountains ſaw thee and they trembled, 

the overflowings of the Water paſſed by, the deep utter- 
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10 DISCOURSE ON EARTHQUAKES, 


ed its voice; but ſays the Prophet there, Was the 
Lord diſpleaſed againſt the Rivers? Was bis anger 
againſt thoſe Elements, &c. No, it was againſt Hu- 
man Race, and given to be a ſign thereto. 

But there is a fo — h Enquiry, which comes more 


cloſe and near to us on this Subject. 


To know what evidence ſuch late extraordinary Pro- 
vidences do bear, as was at Jamaica, June 7. and 
here September 8, to be the alone Work of God in ſuch 
an immediate and unuſual manner, and to go forth on 
4 ſpecial Commiſſion to England, and to this great and 
renowned City of London; yea the whole Iſland. 

For Anſwer thereto, I muſtcraveleave with hum- 
ble ſobriety, to offer ſome reflections on both, ac- 
cording to the expreſs ſignature and impreſs, they 
bear not only of an extraordinary appearance of 


God herein, but of his Counſel and intent in this 


Day. ; 
Firſt. As to that tremendous ſtroke on Jamaica; 
we cannot but ſee, 1. Its being directed to a place 


where the whole Country was Purely Engliſh, in its 


Intereſt, and Inhabitants, and as thus a part of the 
ſame Nation though at a diſtance; ſo that it can be 
no more evident that ſuch a ſtrange ſtroke, was real 
and no imaginary thing, than that it hath a proper 
aſpect, in a monitory way on this Iſland, and ſet up as 
a public Becon and Monument of Judgment in this re- 
ſpect, to ſhew how terrible a thing it is to fall im- 


mediately into the Hands of the Living God, when a 


People may ſeem moſt ſecure from all human Power, 
yea, that there can be no ſafety on the Earth, 
where their adverſary is above them, and is God. 
2. We ſee its being directed alſo with a ſpecial 
Commiſſion to that one place, which alone was the 
moſt flouriſhing, populous partof the whole country; 
and thus made the Scaffold on which ſo dreadful an 


exccution of Judgment was acted, as did in #2v0 mo- 
ments 
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ments, ſwalloꝛ up near 2000 of its Inhabitants, whilſt 
no part elſe of the Iſland had any ſuch dreadful ef- 
fects; and was this a contingent and caſual thing only, 
if Men do not exerciſe reaſon herein. 3. This, as 
it is publicly known, was after ſome remarkable 
forewarnings, given by a trepidation of the Earth 
there, a ſhort time before ; though in that manner, 
and with ſuch tenderneſs then, as might ſhew a hold- 
ing of the hand of judgment, even when it was /ifted 
up. 4. It is yet further remarkable as I find it 


related from ſome who dwelt in that place, that no in- 


ſtance of traditional conveyance, was before ever 
known there, not only ſince the fir ft Engliſh Planta- 
tion, but under the Spaniſh Power; ſo as in that ſenſe, 
as Moſes ſpoke, Numb. 16. 13. The Lord did thus 
work a new thing in ſuch a place of the Earth, as it is 
thus circumſtantiate. 5. But that which may moſt 


direct our Eyes to ſee an immediate appearance of 


God herein, and a cauſality above nature was, as is 
by all acknowledged, when ſuch a prodigious height 
of Impiety and Wickedneſs ſeemed to have filled up its 


full meaſure, and no ordinary means could reclaim ; 


ſo as the Holy God upon the honour of his juſtice 
and Government was thus intereſted to put ſo aſto- 
niſhing a mark of his ſeverity and wrath on the ſame, 
and make known what one Day and Hour, may at 


laſt bring forth on a City and Country after a long 
 forbearance, when it is leaſt expected or feared. 


But it is on this laſt fgn and extraordinary Con- 


cuſſion by an Earthquake, that was on the $th of Sep- 
tember, I muſt offer a few refle#ions further, that hath 
come nearer to our ſenſe, with ſo unuſual an aſpect. 


1. That it was given in ſo near a conjunc- 


tion with the former, and with ſuch evidence as the 
Lord ſpeaks to Moſes Exod. 4. 8. F they will not 
hearken to the voice of the firſt fign, they may yet 
hearken to the voice of the _—_ yea, when the firſt 


had 
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had the leſs influence, that it was ſo remote in its 
diſtance, this comes and ſpeaks in that manner as 
Jeremiah, I am a God near at hand, and not a far off 
only. 2. If we look on the manner of it, it is ſo 
aſtoniſhing as is unaccountable to all Human reaſon, 
that ſo dilcernable a trepidation ſhould be in one 
room in the ſame houſe and not in another, as was 
| certainly known; yea, in ſo diſtinguiſhing a reſpect, 
that 1t was moſt preceptible and terrifying to one in 
the ſame room and not to another; tho' both in the 
ſober exerciſes of reaſon. 3. And whence ſhould 
ſuch a correſpondence in his great ſign have a riſe, 
that almoſt in the ſame hour it made the Earth to 
tremble at London, and in the Sea-coafts there, in 
ſo aſtoniſhing a manner, and then alſo give the ſame 
fignal and Warnings through the whole Low Coun- 
tries and other adjacent parts of Germany, when ſo 
great an extent of Sea lies betwixt the ſame; ſince 
it is not poſſible that in the ordinary courſe of na- 
ture the influence of any ſubterraneous Fires or Vapcrs, 
ſhould have ſo immediate a conjunction with. places ſo 
vaſtly remote, and ſeparate from other by ſo great 
an extent of the Sea. I find ſome famous ſearchers 
into natural cauſes, write that an Earthquake is ſimply 
impoſſible in nature, to be of any univerſal extent. 
4. And though we read in the Engliſh Hiftories 
ſome ſtrange extraordinary inſtances that did occur 
of ſuch a kind in Queen Elizabeth's Reign at Lon- 
don in the year 1580; at Mardy-Hill in Hereford- 
hire in the year 1571, when it removed itſelf from 
the place where it ſtood, and travelled to another 
Place: as alſo a prodigy of the fame kind which was 
in Dorſetſhire 1582, yet was none of theſe, in the 
leaſt, of ſuch a nature as this, or in any reſpect pa- 
rallel thereto; but were reſtricted only to particular 
bounds, tho? they were then matter of great obſer- 
vation 1n their day: but I humbly judge if the moſt 


exact 


— 
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exali ſearch were made into Hiſtory both Modern and 
Ancient, under ſuch circumſtances no inſtance ſo 
ſtrange and unaccountable, as to any natural cauſes 
herein will be found. 5. And what a ſtate ſhould 
we have been in, if it had but continued zbree minutes 
more ? Or was there any human counſel or power 
that could either prevent or reſtrain the ſame in the 
leaſt, of its going ſo far and no farther, but we might 
ſee at once, our hazard and deliverance ſet in our 
ſight, from an inviſible powW aer. 
But as all the Works of God, even ſack, as fall 
under the obſervation of each day ſhould be matter 
of ſpecial regard; ſuch wherein his appearance is 
more extraordinary, calls for ſome greater adver- 
tence and enquiry about the ſame. I muſt therefore 
offer a few reflections further on this late aſtoniſhing 
' providence. 1. That as it was now ten years ago 
ſince the Lord gave a fign in an unuſual manner 
from the Heavens above, by that great and remark- 
able Comet in the year 1680, ſo now after ſuch an in- 
terval of patience to this Generation he hath given a 
fign of another kind which is from the deep beneath, 
that comes more near to us, anſwerable to that of 
Je. 7. where we may ſee how it is moſt eminently 
in theſe two ways the Lord does appear when he is 
to give ſome great and ſignificative fign to the World 
of unuſual events; and as nothing can bring more 
terror therewith than an appearance of ſuch a kind, 
ſo needs it not be ſtrange that this day, when the 
Earth hath ſo near a reſemblance to the Infernal 
State, why this ſhould be from beneath, and have 
fo dreadful an aſpect. 2. Though there might be 
cauſe why ſuch a concuſſion of the Earth ſhould: cauſe 
| juſt fears and tremblings of heart, yet does it ex- 
ceed all human comprehenſion ſuch a circumſtance 
: herewith, which was ſo univerſally noticed of its af. 
t Faun the head with a Jon ible Rang. even before 
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| they did apprehend or underſtand any thing of an 
Earthquake; which was fo obvious to the moſt judi- 


cious obſervers, that it ſeemed as if an Apoplectic 


diſtemper had ſeized upon them, without any known 


cauſe for the ſame: this I have found fo general a 
remark, as I could not paſs it over, though without 


any application elſe, but that no natural cauſe can be 


ſuppoſable herein. 3. And if we regard the man- 
ner of this /ign, as it is directed to ſuch a time we 
are in, and in fo ſtrange an extent thereof, may it not 
alſo as with clear and articulate Voice be underſtood, 

that what is ſignified thereby will prove matter of trem- 


bling and aſtoniſhment, and may cauſe a trepidation | 
in theſe weſtern parts of Europe anſwerable thereto, 
ſo as to ſhake the moſt ſettled Conſtitutions of Nations, 


if fo ſolemn a call be not regarded. 4. and though 
it might ſeem a ſtrange Criticiſm, yet I hope not un- 
ſuitable to be noticed that this 44 warning was given 


tin the2d Week of September, as directed to revive the 
ſenſe, and remembrance of what had been ſo highly 


remarkable to this great City in the firſt week thereof, 
and with a new call tho in a moſt tender premonitory 
way, but with that evidence, as we are ſure was im- 
mediately from Heaven; only let me add herewith, 
that ſure Divine Threatnings, and the moſt tre- 
mendou's Warnings to Kingdoms and Nations, are in 
_=_ primary intention, deſigned to keep off Men 

rora the Judgments threatened, and not to be gazed 
at for a matter of talk and report. 

But oh! if the furtheſt meaſures of this kind can 
have no weight to anſwer the intent thereof: It is 
ſure that God will be known to be God this day unto 
Britain, and before this Generation, by ſuch an evi- 
dence and demonſtration as will at laſt work effectually. 

But having now ſo far touched theſe two extraor- 


dinary ſigus that have ſo lately occurred, I muſt for the 


ſame end point at a third, as ſo nearly nnen 
* 
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with the former, though it may be feared; is gone 
out of ſight and forgot, when the bitterneſs of death 
ſeems to be paſt, but did cauſe ſuch fears in the pre- 
ſent time and conſternation of mind: It is that un- 
vſual and aſtoniſhing rain, which in theſe parts, through 
moſt of the Summer continued, when thus theſe ſweet 


influences from Heaven, by moiſtning ſhowers, to 
reſtore and ripen, were in that manner changed to 
be deſtructive, when we might ſee the Heavens with 


ſo extraordinary an aſpect, as it were mourning from 
above over the Earth, if hereby men would be awak- 
ened to the fear and dread of that God in whoſe hand 


bath our breath and bread is; yea, when it was come 


| to that extremity in its continued courſe, as threa · 
tened to make void the Harveſt, and when but one 
week almoſt ſeemed to ſtand betwixt us and ſuch an un- 


avoidable ftroke ; when no human Counſel or Power, 


could ſave the Nation from periſhing in ſuch a caſe: 
It was then the Sovereign God did ſtay his hand, 
and with an eminent. teſtimony of his tenderneſs, 
not only ſhut up the clouds, but gave ſuch a Com- 


pen/ation by a moſt ſerene deſirable Seaſon, as might 


recover in a ſhort time, what the former months had 
ſpoiled, and ſeemed in an ordinary way to Men's 
thoughts irrecoverable. 


But I ſhall ſhut up any further inſiſting on this 
ſabject, with a ſhort touch only at ſome improvement 


bereof for theſe ends. Firſt to g ſolid fixing of our 
Judgment and Light about the ſame—There is nothing 
more amazing and dreadful to the ſpirit of many in 


this day, than any ſupernatural appearance in the 


events of Providence, as renders the ſenſe and impreſ(- 
lon of an inviſible God, and his dominion over 
ſecond cauſes, to be unavoidable, and on this account, 
as theſe ſeem to be in ſuch a fear upon the fruth and 
exiſtence of Devils, ſince their Faith hereof, muſt 
needs bring them to the ſame with the Devils to be- 
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16 DISCOURSE ON LARTHQUARES. 


fleve and tremble: So is it in this caſe, Men are ſo 
much on the rack how to ſolve all by natural Demon- 
tration, that may darken any immediate appearance 
of God; as Jennes and Jambres in Egypt, until at 
laſt they were conſtrained to ſee and acknowledge it 
was a Divine Power alone they oppoſed themſelves 
to; but ſuch as will perufe what the moſt judicious of 
modern Philoſophers ſpeak on this head, may fee how 
dark and perplexed their Inquiſition is hereon, and 
how ſtrait bounds they are , penned up in, whilſt 
they jointly confeſs that an Earthquake i is by no na- 
tural motion of the Earth, but is impetuous and vio- 
lent, that moves contrary to the ſettled courſe of 
nature, and fixedneſs of the Earth; but that ſome 
extraordinary ſtop and obſtruction is herein, and 
when they come to fix on the particular cauſe 


hereof, think it moſt probable to be either 4þ 


2 a flammis ſubterraneis, vel ab halitu:* But 
if they will rife higher upon another principle 
to give a true idea of nature, they muſt then ſee 
alſo how it is acted by God as his inſtrument, to 
do whatever he will, and that the motions of all infe- 


rior cauſes muſt be ultimately reſolved, both on an 


immediate Divine concurrence to their working, and 
on his directing Counſel to anſwer his intent; fince 
as the Eye of God is ſtill on the whole circle of the Cre 
ation in its motions, 10 is his dominion over the dee) 
and darkeſt Caverns of the Earth, to move upon his 
call; which can never be ſubjected ro the rule of 
natural Cauſes. It is true, that in the ordinary. courſe 
and procedure of Providence, the only wife - God 
hath a ſpecial reſpect to the order of inferior cauſes, 
and his own ordination therem, and does thus exer- 
ciſe his dominion over the World, and the motion 
of things there, according to their particular nature 
wherein he hath fixed them; but when ſublunar) 


N ep out of their natural courſe, and do either 
move 


* Water, Subterraneous Fire or Vapour. 
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move againſt or above their own nature, it is ſurely 
then upon a ſupreme determination for a great end, 


and ſome notable ſtep of Providence is to be under- 


ſtood herein; yea, it is moſt conſpicuous in the way 
of God, when great events of what is foretold in the 


Scripture, are in bringing forth as to any piece of 
his Work, wherein he deſigns ſome higher diſcovery 


of himſelf to Men, that it is when /econdary cauſes 
and the whole concourſe of nature would ſeem moſt 
to controul the ſame; and in this preſent caſe, if 
with a ſerious and prepared mind, Men do conſider 
theſe two late Earthquakes under their proper cir- 
cumſtances, then it is not poſſible but they mult ſee 
them to be ſuch events, as cannot poſſibly be aſcri- 
bed to another cauſe, than an immediate Divine 
Power exerted in the fame. +. . 
here is a ſecond improvement, which on this head 
is now called for, to have our eyes thus carried up 
towards God by ſerious obſervation: I know this is 
not eaſily attained, to be in a due capacity and poſ- 


ture to converſe with him this way, wherein lies one 


of the neareſt intercourſes betwixt Heaven and our 
ſoul within time; but it is of great uſe to know 
aright where the intent of judicious obſervation on 
ſuch an account ſhould be moiſt fixed, as 1. On the 
immediateneſs of ſuch acts of Providence to be from 
God alone as can be aſcribed to no created Power, 
which 1s a diſcovery that comes not with more terror 
to a profane World, whoſe ſtudy is to live without 


God therein, than with unſpeakable joy it meets 


theſe of a ſerious ſpirit for a more full eſtabliſhment 
of Faith, and to ſee it with that evidence, as makes 

1t unavoidable to terminate their eyes otherwiſe than 
on God alone herein, Duet. 32. See now, I, even 1 
am he, and there is no God elſe; I kill and make alive, 
1 wonnd and I heal, &c. 2, It is then our ob/erva- 


ion is ſuitably fixed, when it reſpects the clear impreſs 
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18 DISCOURSE ON EARTHQUAKES. 


of Divine truth on any extraordinary ſtep of his way, 
no leſs than of his Power, ſince as his Work 1s ever 
anſwerable to his Being, and the Perfections of bis 
Nature, ſo is the outgoings of his truth, and Faith- 
fulneſs herein to be intenſly obſerved : who does rule 
and govern the World according to theſe eſtabliſhed 


Laws and Conſtitutions of his revealed truth. 3. 


It is eſſentially requiſite alſo to conſider and ſee ſuch 
Providences as are more extraordinary, ander theſe 
circumſtances which moſt remarkably attend the ſame, 


It being ſure how great a weight one circumſtance may 


have to render a Providence in ſome ſingular way, 
to be both inſtructing and comforting, which other- 


wiſe would not work in that manner. Thus did the 


Ruler fo exactly enquire and obſerve at wha? bour it 
was when his ſon recovered, and found it anſwer to 
that very time when Chriſt had given him the aſſu- 
rance thereof. It is herein one of the great duties 
of our day lies, and I am perſuaded that great things 


for obſervation, do yet wait upon this time. 


Providence hath been a long teacher to Britain, and it 
uſeth to be the laſt teacher that is made uſe of, and the 
laſt way that the Spirit of God does ſtrive with a People 
or Nation, before approaching Judgment: We have 


ſeen it go by on the right band in moſt ſingular diſpen- 
fations of Grace and Mercy to theſe Nations; as alſo 


upon the le hand in extraordinary Als of Fuftice, 
yet have we little ſeen or perceived to this day, 

moſt ſpecial intent of the Lord herein: But ſince 1 
have ſpoken more expreſsly thereto elſewhere, I 
forbear to touch it further; only this Improvement 


Furtber, might be ſuitable on ſuch a /ubjef?, to im- 


preſs Men's ſpirits with the fear and dread of walking 

contrary to Providence, eſpecially in any more extraor- 

dinary diſcoveries of God this way, ſince this is the 

higheft contempt and oppoſition upon the Earth, to 

his Providential- Government and does in an _ 
| uſu 
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uſual manner, haſten and prepare ſuch for the laſt 
ſtroke : this ſeems to be one of the ſigns of our time, 
that hath a ad reſemblance to theſe in the Primitive 
times, 2. Pet. 2. who turned Divine Patience to 
be a matter of ſcoff, and ſaid, Where is the promiſe 


of his coming, ſince we ſee things continue yet as they. 


were and have yet outhved many threatning tokens 
and preſages of Fudgment ? But. it is uſually ſeen, that 
ſuch who have looked on premonitory figns with the 
greateſt confidence, and have counted any ſerious 
regard thereto, to be a ſuperſtitious weakneſs, have 
been beyond all others, ſeized with the greateſt 
terror and amazement, upon a ſurprizing ſtroke: A 
reverential fear and dread of Divine Warnings, and 
of the evil Day, is moſt highly. becoming tuch who 
may have the greateſt ſecurity of mind, as to their 
own perſonal lot therein; ſuch as Habac. 3. 16. 
When I heard this my belly trembled, iny lips quivered, 

&c. that I might reſt in the Day of trouble. 
A fecond propefition that hath the ſame clear evi- 


_ dence with the former from this Scripture is this, 
that ſuch an aſſurance of Faith is attainable here 
* on the Earth, as can bear out, and ſecure the 


© ſoul of a Chriſtian in a preſent extremity, and 
e amidſt the greateſt terrors of ſenſe, when there is 
no ible ſupport from nature, or things ſeen 
« in ſuch a caſe.” To this does the P/almift here 
bear a moſt clear witneſs, I confeſs it is one of the 
moſt aſtoniſhing myſteries of our Religion, which is 
wholly unaccountable to the Spirit of this World ; 


and it hath been matter of wonder to me, in how 


ordinary a way ſuch a ſubject is oft ſpoken of, and 
what length is come in the notion and theory, when 


ſo little of the experimental light hereof, ſeems to be 


tound on the Earth in this Day: But where it is 
known in truth, it is ſurely one of the greateſt de- 


monſtrations of God, and of his immediate Power 


and 
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20 DISCOURSE ON EARTHQUAKES, 


and working on the Soul in this Militant State, 


yea, ſuch as may ſupply the room of any external 


Miracles to theſe, who know the ſame; it is a thing 


of that nature, as exceeds: the Sphere of all created 


Power to work, and goes far above the reach of 


Angels to impart the ſame; but to him only it belongs 
auh ts both the Author and Finiſher of our Faith; 
yea, which according to the .out-lettings of his Spirit, 
herein makes ſo unſpeakable a difference betwixt 
fuch and themſelves to whom it is thus known, how 
in one time then they are made to differ from ano- 
ther, and where the Sorrows and Pains of a doubting 
Heart, about the warrant of their hope 1s underſtood, 

it will be then known what unexpreſſible joy the 
truth of ſuch an aſſurance as we find here in the 
text does riſe, and be as a reſurrection from the Dead 
in that caſe. It is true with a particular confidence = 
and truſt, that hath nothing from things ſeen, or on 
any natural account to fix, cannot bear out in the 
way of light only, even on the moſt clear grounds 
of a Divine Promiſe herein, but is immediately de- 
pendant on that meaſure of the Spirit of Faith, which 
is then given to anſwer to the height and meaſure of 
their preſent trial; but yet it is ſure and unqueſtion- 
able, that ſuch a faith as is not founded in appear- 


. ances, hath a Ballaſt as will not be broken by con- 


trary appearances; and ſince this may look as a very 
dark and amazing thing, what relates to fuch ſingu- 


lar workings of a Chriſtian's Faith in an extremity, 


I would ſpeak a few things to be previouſly conſi- 
dered in what manner this acts o the higheſt prin- 
ciples of enlightned reaſon, as well as by ſuperna- 
tural influence, and how nothing can be more ration- 
ally deduced than ſuck a conciuſiun which David 
here makes from the foregoing premiſes, ſince it is 
undeniable : 
1, That fuch a ſweet and abſolute neceſſity there 
is 


"> 


is for men to betake themſelves to a Divine Power 
and Relief, only in a preſent exigence of trial, when 
it is ſure that God hath afforded nothing to Man 
without himfelf in the whole 3 of the Creation, 
to bear up that weight of dependance and truſt; ſo 
as we mult herein either ceaſe from Man whoſe breath 
is in his Noſtrils, in the way of reliance or part with 
God: Nor can any time ever find that to be bleſſed, 
on which the God of truth hath by any irrrevocable 
ſentence ſettled a curſe. But this is one of the rare 
characters of a Chriſtian, when in ſuch a manner, 
both his choice and confidence does center in God 


alone, as he is reſolved to truſt him only or none 


elſe; and to He at Anchor on his revealed truth, or 


periſh. The great Former of Heaven and Earth 


will not bear the empty name and ſhew of being his 
People's hope, when the intereſt and weight thereof, 
is laid on things beſides himſelf. 3 SPY, 

2. It 1s no leſs demonſtrable and known on this 


_ head, that there is no poſſible reſt or quiet to the Soul of 


Man amidſt the hazards and terrors of time, but in 


an entire dependance and truſt on an inviſſible God. 


and his being their alone refuge, and belp, for the pro- 


fefion of the only true God, and of our Souls adventur- 


ing entirely on him as the alone cbject of our truſt, is 
one and the ſame; and as there is a receding from the 
one, ſo is there conſequentially from the other alſo, 
in denying to him the Glory of his God-bead. No- 
thing is indeed more uſual than to ſee Men's con- 
fidence ſtill Eꝰ and Flow, according to the viſible poſ- 
ture of their Affairs, tho' it does ſadly evidence ſuch 
a truſt and reliance that hath its greateſt weight on 
ſomething elſe than God, however he bear the name 
thereof. It is unqueſtionable that the greateſt Prin- 
ces and Monarchs, need to have their dependance no 
leſs ſettled on God, even for outward ſupplies, than the 


Poor; whoſe holding hereof, is no leſs abſolutely from 
7 D 2 | him 
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22 DISCOURSE ON EARTHQUAKES, 


him, than thoſe who may be put to live on human 
charity, and are ever in his reverence, who can 
mate the Scarlet to embrace the Dunghill, when it 
would ſeem not conceivable to human reaſon : It is 
in this reſpect that one of the higheſt trials of Faith 
is, when external advantages do moſt abound, and 
in that ſenſe riches prove fo mortal to thoſe who en- 
joy the ſame, and, as Chriſt himſelf teſtifies, is no leſs 
hard for ſuch to be ſaved than for a Camel to go. 
through a Needles Eye: It is ſo rare for Men to have 
the World in their Hand and not upon their Heart 
alſo, as the ground of their confidence and truſt. 
3. This ſhould be alſo conſidered for giving light 
to the Werk of Faith in any extraordinary trials, that 
it is ſure the utmeſt perfection of this excellent Grace, 
not only in its truth, but in the Degree and Meaſure 
therof, is alone in this life attainable; ſo that this is 
not poſſible to be at a higher pitch than in this Mili- 
tant State, or to have another Seaſon for paving in 
that tribute of Glory and Praiſe unts the Gd of truth, 
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N and to his faithfulneſs, which is ſo highly called for 
A in the way of believing, but within time only; but in 
—_— a more ſpecial way in the greateſt exigence and 
4} {trait which may be in a Chriſtian's caſe, when their 
. bope ſeems moſt viſibly ſtated againſt them, It is in 
N this ſenſe, the Apeſtle ſpeaks of the filling up of the Work 


of Faith in a Chriſtian day, 2. Theſſ. 1, 5. as one 


„ ol the higheſt deſigns of Providence in the Conflicts 
# of their "warfare, though the ſame meaſure in this 
. Work and Trials hereof, be not allotted to ſome as 
= i: to others; yea, it is in chat ref pect only James ſpeaks, 


Chap. 1. 4. fer the Patience of Faith to have its per- 
Fett work, — to attain this in the utmoſt degree, 
ſince it belongs only to this life. 

4. But is it not a Compenſation 10 the hardeſt 
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1 moſt remarkable hour of Extremity, that we know 
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when the frownings of Providence have been ſuch, 
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Cod bath reſerved thereto, the moſt immediate and ex- 


traordinary diſcoveries of himſelf; and of his being God 
alone, above what is known in the ordinary courſe of 
his Providence: ſaid I, not unto you, if you would 


believe that ye ſhould ſee the Glory of God, Joh. 11, 


which was a ſight that our Lord would not give un- 
til all ſupport in the way of ſenſe was taken off, and 


that it was put beyond the poſſibility of nature. And 


it is ſure, that on ſuch rare experiment and trial of 


Cad ina Chriſtian's life, and in à caſe where none but 


God can af, is of ſuch value, as to be a continued 
matter of admiration ; yea, 1s an earneſt of that kind, 


as may bear evidence to their Security by a ſpecial 


conduct of Providence in all after times, when this 
is enjoyed not only as it is demonſtrative of the great- 
neſs of his Power,. but on the account of his Promiſe, 
and as a Seal thereto in the way of their Reliance on 
him. N 


5. It is ſurely here in the powerful workings of 


a Chriſtian's Faith, in an extraordinary hour of trial, 


that one of the great demonſtrations of the truth and 
excellency of our Religion, is exhibited before the © 
World: and what a temporal intereſt does thus ac- 
company the fame, to ſupport and quiet the Soul? 
yea, to bear the full expence of the ſaddeſt afflicting 
times, which is not known to the reſidue of Men 
beſides. For it ſhould be a fad part, if any caſe were 
of that kind in a Chriſtian's lot, as did exceed a /u- 
pernatural relief by reliance entirely on God; when no- 
thing beſides in any viſible way is left: But here 
does the glory of our Religion with an eminent bright- 
neſs ſhine forth, when ſuch as look but at a diſtance, 
can ſee the effes thereof, to afford quiet and reſt to 
the mind, where it is ſure nature could give no 
aſſiſtance, when human refuge hath moſt viſibly fail- 
ed, when Lovers and Friends have ſtood afar off, and 
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him, than thoſe who may be put to live on human 
charity, and are ever in his reverence, who can 
make the Scarlet to embrace the Dungbill, when it 
would ſeem not conceivable to human reaſon : It is 


in this reſpe& that one of the higheſt trials of Faith 


is, when external advantages do moſt abound, and 
in that ſenſe riches prove Jo mortal to thoſe who en- 
Joy the ſame, and, as Chriſt himſelf teſtifies, is no leſs 
hard for ſuch to be ſaved than for a Camel to go 
through a Needles Eye: It is fo rare for Men to have 
the Werld in their Haud and not upon their Heart 


_ alſo, as the ground of their confidence and truſt. 


3- This ſhould be alſo conſidered for giving light 
to the Werk of Faith in any extraordinary trials, that 
it is ſure the utmeſt perfection of this excellent Grace, 
not only in its truth, but in the Degree aud Meaſure 
therof, is alone in this life attainable; ſo that this is 
not poſſible to be at a higher pitch than in this Mili- 
tant State, or to have another Seaſon for paving in 
that tribute of Glory and Praiſe unts the God of truth, 
and to his faithfulneſs, which is fo highly called for 
in the way of believing, but within time only; but in 
a more ſpecial way in the greateſt exigence and 
{trait which may be in a Chriſtian's caſe, when their 


 bope ſeems moſt viſibly ſtated againſt them, It is in 


this /en/e, the Apeſtle ſpeaks of the filling up of the Work 
of Faith in a Chriſtian day, 2. Theil. 1, 5. as one 
oi the higheſt deſigns of Providence in the Conflicts 
of their warfare, though the ſame meaſure in this 
Work and Trials hereof, be not allotted" ro ſome as 
to others; yea, it is in chat reſpe& only James ſpeaks, 


Chap. 1. 4. fer the Patience of Faith to have its per- 


feet work, —— to attain this in the utmoſt degree, 
ſince it belongs only to this life. 

4. But 1s it not a Compenſation 10 the hardeſt 
 Lefſens of a Chriſtian's confidence and truſt, and to the 
moſt remarkable our of Extremity, that we know 

God 
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Ged bath reſerved thereto, the moſt immediate and ex- 
traordinary diſcoveries of himſelf; and of his being God 
alone, above what is known in the ordinary courſe of 
his Providence: ſaid I, not unto you, if you would 
Believe that ye ſhould ſee the Glory of God, Joh. 11, 
which was a ſight that our Lord would not give un- 
til all ſupport in the way of ſenſe was taken off, and 
that it was put beyond the poſſibility of nature. And 
it 1s ſure, that on ſuch rare experiment and trial of 
Ged in a Chriſtian's life, and in @ caſe where none but 
God can act, is of ſuch value, as to be a continued 
matter of admiration ; yea, 1s an earneſt of that kind, 
as may bear evidence to their Security by a ſpecial 
conduct of Providence in all after times, when this 
is enjoyed not only as it is demonſtrative of the great- 
neſs of his Power, but on the account of his Promiſe, 
and as a Seal thereto in the way of their Reliance on 
him. . 
5. It is ſurely here in the powerful workings of 
a Chriſtian's Faith, in an extraordinary hour of trial, 


that one of the great demonſtrations of the truth and 


excellency of our Religion, is exhibited before the 
World: and what a temporal intereſt does thus ac- 
company the ſame, to ſupport and quiet the Soul ? 
yea, to bear the full expence of the ſaddeſt afflicting 
times, which is not known to the reſidue of Men 
beſides. For it ſnould be a ſad part, if any caſe were 
of that kind in a Chriſtian's lot, as did exceed a ſu- 
pernatural relief by reliance entirely on God; when no- 
thing beſides in any viſible way 1s left : But here 


does the glory of our Religion with an eminent brigbi- 


neſs ſhine forth, when ſuch as look but at a diſtance, 
can ſee the effefs thereof, to afford quiet and reſt to 
the mind, where it is ſure nature could give no 
aſſiſtance, when human refuge hath moſt viſibly fail- 

ed, when Lovers and Friends have ſtood afar off, and 


when the frownings of Providence have been ſuch, 


as 


EPO OLED Ea Tot, 3 STII DO TI ICI kt AD. 7 


* 2 — ot, * 4 
_ A — i was 
— EN Coen ens DONG — E LT OHH > 


8 
2 ati, 


. 
To oor 3 3 whe on Fares 8 e er 2 = - n . Lr — 2 
. F... 8 v ²˙⁰ . ²˙ TI IEA by EVITE 2 S : 
= CITIES — — 2 . g : 


i 


| 
. 


n 


r 
2 


— 
"_-_ 


* ER LOTS. — 
N ** 0 7 


24 DISCOURSE ON EARTHQUAKES.” 


as if their God was become a party againſt them, and 
their Eyes made to fail in waiting for his appearance; 
yea as it is ſure all natural cauſes muſt ſtill bave their. 
. = 190 e ere and effetts, congruoufly to their proper nature, 
1 0 is this alone peculiar to that excellent Religion we 
enjoy in the truth thereof, to afford a ſupernatural 
Virtue and Efficacy therewith, ſo as to give reſt and 
refreſhment to the moſt perplexed and weary ſpirit; 


. and to commend its inſtitutions by the influential pre- 

. fence of the ſpirit of God, as that way whereby Man 

* here on the Earth in this viſible State, 1s advanced 

= and made capable of an immediate and familiar con- 
3s verſe with an inviſible God, which is one of the 

„ wonders of Religion, that might in another manner 
38 affect and work upon us, if it were truly believed. 


Oh! what a ſubject is this to converſe with, that 
juch a demonſtration of the Chriſtian Faith 1s known 
and fure, as a vital intercourſe and communion betwixt 
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i 

[ our bleſſed Head, and theſe who are united to him by 
* Faith here on the Earth; fo as the greatneſs of that 
. focal diſtance, which is betwixt the Third Heavens and 


5 this lower World can be no lett thereto, when yet 


Fi. the leaft moral diſtance by any impurity and defilement 
A through fin, does ſeparate betwixt God and the Soul, 
bi and obſtruct this enjoyment. 

A But fince this is not conceivable at a diſtance in 
* what manner a ſurpriſing extremity may work, when it 
„ is the object of ſenſe, and Men's confidence is re- 
3 ſolved entirely on a ſupernatural relief; when it is no 
* theory or light in the judgment can expreſs the ſame 
* as in an experimental way is known; yea, when the 
„ attings of Faith in the Power thereof, in ſuch a trial 
* is ſo rare and wonderful a thing above natural com- 
3 prehenſion. Let me yet offer here ſome of the moſt 
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choice improvements that are called for, to the attain- 
ing ſuch an aſſurance and eftabliſhment of Faith when 
things may come to ſome unuſual exigence. 
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1. How then, ſuch whoſe acquaintance with God 
is not to begin, can have this reflection alone with 
their Soul, that they know whom they have believed, 
and his being able to keep that which was committed to 
him, and give an account thereof, in @ day of extre- 
mity, 2 Tim. 1. 12. yea, knows the God of heir 
truſt is ſuch who can extend his Power and relief 


unto things that are unconceivable to us, and paſt 


finding out; who can ferve himſelf of means viſibly 


deſtructive to ſave in a way contrary to their proper 
nature: whoſe help tarries not for Man nor waits for 


the Sons of Men; and is ever at work to make his 
Providence ſerve the intereſt and accompliſhment 


| of his Truth to ſuch who have ſettled their reliance 


thereon, though the whole viſible. ſtate of things, 


would feem ro conſpire againſt the ſame; and, can 
then look up to that God (when there may be no 


look downward, but to cauſe terror) whole King- 


dom and Jeminion, is not only over all but can im- 


mediately act on their Souls, to quiet and ſettle the 


ſame, though the Earth about them, ſhould be in 


a win diſorder and confuſion. 


It is then, even under the moſt diſmal aſpect 
of Ko. providences, that ſuch can betake them- 
ſelves to the certainty of Divine truth, and caff 
Anchor on that ground on which they muſt ſhortly 


adventure for an eternal State, in Na greateſt 
his Soul 


trial at Death: Thus did Abraham re 
when he had ſuch a ſtrange tide of contrary provi- 
dences to ſhake him, and was not ſtaggered at the 
Promiſe, knowing it was given by that God, with 
whom it vas impoſſible to lie; and Oh! what a Hell 
ſhould this Earth be, if the enjoyments of a Chriſ- 
tian's faith and hope, had another dependance than 
on God alone, and were in the Reverence of out- 
ward things; yea, if there were not ſuch a certainty 


of ſupernatural evidence and aſſurance, as in a mid- 


night. 
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night hour, can bear up againſt the greateſt con- 
tradictions of ſenſe, | 3 
3. There is this great Mfſtance to improve in the 
darkeſt trial, what former acquaintance with the ways 
of God hath been attained for diſcerning how the de- 
ſigns and methods of grace, do lie towards them, by 


the light of his truth: Thus when preſent affliction 


tand diſtreſs , ſeems moſt aſtoniſhing, they are not in 
he dark herein, to underſtand what unuſual mea- 
ſures the moſt endeared favourites of Heaven have 
had of ſuch a trial, whilſt they were on the Earth, 
and that they are upon no ſtrange or unknown 
ground in ſuch a caſe. They know thus what an 
illuſtrious and eſſential part the moſt deep diftreſſes and 
ſtraits in a Chriſtian's life, hath in the great frame of 
Divine Providence to bring forth the greateſt com- 
forts and mercies thereof; and that according to the 
meaſure both of their grace and ſervices for God; 
they muſt expe& his way towards them, to go 
out of the ordinary road of his dealing with others. 
4. It is likewiſe in the moſt diſmal hour, when 
all human refuges do ſuccumb that ſuch can with 


delight, reflect on that ancient Friendſhip and inter- 


courſe of Love hath ſometimes been betwixt God and 
their Souls, as being ſtill an undoubted earneſt in their 
hand, though they may not have the /ame inward 


ſenſe and evidence therewith, on their heart as for- 


merly : yea, the ſingular comfort and advantage 
which is in a judicious obſervation of theſe more extra- 
ordinary As of Providence, that have met them 
formerly, will be then underſtood, when they come 


to a ſerious recollection of the ſame. It is true, the 


meaſure of ſuch a Talent with ſome, may much ex- 
ceed that of others, whoſe life hath been filled up 
with more ſingular experiments of this kind, what 
God hath been to them in ſome unuſual way, and in 
the more immediate interpoſitions of Providence; 

et 


* 


78 10 OF 


— 


„ 


\ 


that the ſpirit of God affords this way to raiſe 
the confidence of his People, in the moſt extra- 
ordinary caſe, Job 5. He will deliver in Six Troubles, 


yea, in Seven; by which in Scripture Stile, is to be 


underſtood a note of perfection, when it comes to the 
higheſt and moſt extreme part of trouble, that then 


theſe experiences were aſſured pledges, that his Power 
will not fail in the Seventh, or come ſhort of bring- 


ing forth ſo great a deliverance. It is true one day 
may come in a Chriſtian's way to heighten the trial 
of their Faith, more than all the Prey part of 


their life: But it is no leſs remarkable in the way 


of grace, how theſe alſo have been in ſome {ſingular 
manner then trained and ripened for ſuch an aſſault 
e're it came; and as the greateſt Paroxi/m of a diſeaſe 
is uſual upon the height of à criſis, and when it is on 
4 turn ſo is it experienced, hw aftoniſhing @ dark- 


neſs does oft fall down, when ſome eminent appearance 
of God in the way of comfort and light to a Chriſtian, 


hath been moſt immediately near. It is not con- 
ceivable alſo until it be tried what Satan's greateſt de- 


Len and effort means, which each of the Saints does 


once prove, in ſome time of their life, though not in 
a like meaſure; yea, how ſingular a time this 1s 


found to be, for ſome higher trial of God beyond their 


former experience : But it may be a ſtrengthening 
remark to our Faith, how the defign of _ Powers 
of darkneſs, are moſt deeply laid againſt the fol- 
lowers of Chriſt, according to their room in the body, 
and any more ſpecial ſervices for him that may be 
alotted to ſuch. I remember a paſſage of Luthers in 


his common places with reſpect to himſelf, very re- 


markable ; videtur mibi Satanas a pueritia mea aliquid 


* 
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yet where ſomething is in any meaſure of ſuch an 
a/ſiftance for a clear and ſweet review on the ſame, it 
is not expreſſible how this will work in a neu 
exigence when the comforter indeed brings it to 
their Remembrance, it is a ſtrong argumentation 
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providiſſe in me eorum, que nunc patitur, ideo ad per- 


ad impediendumque me incredibilibus machinis inſanivit, 
u ſepius fuerim admiratus, egone Solus eſſem inter mor- 
tales, quem ita peteret. „ 

5. There is one ſingular aſſiſtance alſo, that ſuch 


Vvho have attained ſome near intercourſe with God 


in the way of his truth, have beyond others, in the 
darkeſt hour, by a review on theſe particular pro- 
miſes that have been with the moſt full evidence and 
Seal of the Spirit of promiſe, ſometimes enjoyed in a 
ſenſible application of the ſame : It was this gave 
David ſo ſtrong an argument to plead and prevail with 
God, Pſal. 119. 49. remember the word unto thy Ser- 
vant whereon thou cauſeth me to hope; and it 1s clearly 
in that ſenſe it muſt be underſtood, Heb. 11. of theſe 
who by Faith obtained promiſes from God, being made 
theirs by ſuch an immediate Seal and application, that 
gave them as clear an intereſt therein, as if they 
were in the performance. And ſurely where the teſ- 
timony of the renewed conſcience is kept clear here- 
with, as to the truth of the condition to which theſe 
promiſe: relate, the very life and comfort of a Chriſ- 
tian's truſt lies in ſuch a ſupport, above what 1s ex- 
preſſible, than in an hour of temptation. 
6. Butthere is one improvement further in order 
to a Chriſtian's faith and ſupport, in the moſt ex- 
treme caſe to conſider, that in a ſhort time he is to 
make a zrial of Faith, that will be of another nature 
than he hath ever known before; and no trial within 
time can be like this, which is at Death; when the 
whole viſible part of Man, muſt be ſhut up in a 
dark and narrow grave, which had once the ſpaci- 
ous Earth to move in, and did enjoy the light of the 
ſame, where in one moment there is a parting with 
all intereſt arid comforts, in this lower World, and 
an immediate entry on the deciſion of their eternal 
State, which is then irrevocably caſt; where they 
can haye no intelligence from all who have _ be- 
fore, 
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fore, what it is to die or what manner of /igh? that 
will be, which is at the firſt opening of thoſe gates of the 


ſecond World, either as to bleſſedneſs or torment; yea, 


where there can be no poſſible aſſiſtance from na- 
ture, in the ſhutting of this dark Gulf, nor is con- 
ceivable by human light, the way and manner of 
that Paſſage; ſo that any exigence which may ſeem 
moſt trying to a Chriſtian's faith here on the Earth, 
is but as a prelude and preparatory part to this laſt 
ſtep of their Warfare : And as Death was in its firſt 
conſtitution purely penal, and is no natural accident 
which meets us not as we: are Men, but as we are 
Sinners, there is no true ſupport poſſibly attain-- 
able then, but in the Virtue and power of Re- 


ligion. 


But it is now in a more applicatory way I muſt 
yet ſpeak further, with reſpect to ſo great a ſubject, 
and what in order to light hath been held forth 


thereon. | 

1. That if Men do not deſign a reſolute oppoſi- 
tion to God in thoſe late premonitory ſigns of this pre- 
ſent year, it is not morally poſſible then, to withſtand 


ſuch à concatenation of Evidences, of a ſupernatural 


diſcovery thereby; and that they were ſurely directed 


with a ſpecial Commiſſion from him, and forewarnings 
of ſuch a kind as are ſuited to the deſign of Provi- 


dence in this day; and when there is ſo /ittle Faith 
now on the Earth, with reſpect to any threatenings 
of the Word is it ſtrange though there be ſome un- 


uſual demonſtrations of God in the way of ſenſe, to ſpeak 
to the World by a monitory voice: It is true the 
Lord did never give forth Miracles to atteſt before 
Men the truth of his Deity, which hath a Witneſs 
tbereto in every object of ſenſe, and from the whole 
Conſtitutions of nature, yet have theſe been moſt 
ſpecially directed to awake a more deep, and tre- 
mendous impreſſion of = Majeſty of God on Men's 
| 2 | | . 


ſouls. 
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PP 


| ſouls, when the voice of his revealed truth 1s not re- 


garded: And there is juſt cauſe to believe that the de- 
ſign of providence this day, is in another man- 
ner now, than in times paſt taking place, to let 
this Generation know, that ſurely there is a God 


who judgeth in the Earth, before whom the greateſt 
of Men muſt either bow or be broken; and that 


the time is not only near, but is now come, for his 


taking to himſelf his great Power to reign, with an- 


other appearance of his greatneſs and terror, than was 
ever known before in the World. And Oh! what 
mult be expected to work for greater excitements to 


fear, and a more awful ſenſe of a ſupernatural and 
Divine Power, and of his ſupreme government over 


the World, when no inſtituted means in a moral way, 
does anſwer to this end: Tho! it is ſure, if hat re- 
lation we ſtand in to the Deity, and the intereſt of our 
engagements to him, with the greatneſs of our hope 
from him alone, were taken to heart, we could not 
but account ſuch, to be moſt deſirable acts of Pro- 
vidence; yea, rejoice herein, where he gives the 
moſt near and immediate diſcoveries of himſelf, when 
the vindication of his glory is ſo viſibly concerned in the 
ſame, even though it ſhould cauſe trembling to Hu- 


man ſenſe, and be at a very dear and expenſive rate 


to a ſecure world. 

But it is on another Head that J muſt more eſpe- 
cially inſiſt in a practical way, as to the great Securi- 
ty of Faith with ſuch a full Reliance on God, as is 
bere held forth in this Scripture, and to what a De- 
gree-the Elevation of a Chriſtian's Soul may be 
thus raiſed with that inward Aſſurance, as can bear 
out againſt the greateſt Terrors of Senſe: This is 
a Demonſtration of God by his immediate working on 
the Souls of Men, which is wonderful, and ſhould be 
matter of great Improvement in the ſaddeſt Trials 
of our Warfare, to know in what manner divine 


Power, is thus exerted, as can in a Moment, diſpel 
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ſo as to make Day ariſe, and a Sun ſhine there, 
when it hath been as Midnight otherwiſe. And 
ſince this is a Subject of ſuch Weight, as the very 


Life, Comfort, and ſuſtaining of the Soul amidſt the 


innumerable Hazards and Trials of time, lies herein, 
as to a full Aſſurance and Acquieſcence of the Mind, 
but the certainty of our Faith that we are thus ſafe, 
and in ſure Terms with God, it may be needful to 
anſwer a few Propoſals for giving Light thereto. 

1. How we are to apprebendari 2515 ſo great an At- 
tainment of Grace as this is, and to have our Tudg- 
ment ſettled, and clear about ſo wonderful an Experi- 
ment. I know it is no ordinary Standard or Exam- 
ple, what is here held forth in ſuch Aſſurance of Da- 
vid's Faith, when no ſuppoſal of Hazard or Extre- 
mity, was then too great for the ſame ; for, even 
this great Man of God, had at other times his 40 


Ebbs aud Faintings, that were as remarkable, as ſuch 


a Triumph and High-Spring-Tide, which we ſee 


here in the Power of believing; but on the other 


Hand, this is a ftrange Ridale to the Spirit of the 
World, and unaccountable to all Reaſon in the 
Eyes of many who profeſs the ſame Doctrine 
of our Faith; as if it were ſomething that alone 
works in the Power of ſome ffrong Imagination, whillt 
they take up Religion in a natural way only, winch 
goes not above moral Inducements, and the Power of 
free will: I muſt therefore ſpeak a little in a ſpecial 
way, to ſuch a Propoſal. 1. That the great Deſign 
of the Goſpel, does moſt eminently lie here, not 
only to reveal the Myſtery of Grace and of Redemp-+ 
tion, in what Chriſt hath done us, but to acquaint us 
alſo with the immediate and internal work of Faith on 
the Soul, which he does work and perfect in us, as the 
Author and Finiſher thereof; which was ſowonder- 


ful a thing, as put one of the Diſciples of” Chriſt, to 
that 


the moſt extreme Fears and Darkneſs on the Soul, 
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that ſtrange Enquiry, Lord how is it that thou wilt. 
manifeſt thyſelf to us, and not to the World? and in 
ſuch a diſtinguiſhing way by inward Evidence and 
Power. 2. This cannot be unnderſtood aright, 
but by ſuch a Diſcovery thereof, as one of the eſſen- 
tial parts of that rare Divine WW, orkmanſhip of the new 
Man, which in its whole Life and Actings, hath no 
other Subſiſtence, but by immediate Supplies from 
Heaven; and as in one time of a Chriſtian's Life, 
his Faith will need a more extraordinary Allowance 


for Support, than in another; ſo I muſt humbly 


judge the preſent Time we are in, is ſuch as needs in 
a more than ordinary way, ſome clear Underſtand- 
ing of this Myſtery of Faith, by practical Light, and 
the virtue thereof in an Hour of Temptation, when 
the times ſeem to be growing ſo dark, as the Spirits 
of the moſt Judicious diſcerners of things, are put 
to Aſtoniſhment, to think what Providence may 
be bringing forth, when the Sea-Compaſs ſeems as it 
were to fail, and ſo little of any comforting Signs, 
but for a long time paſt, have been in Paths ſo un- 
trodden, as is not eaſy to trace or find a clear way 
before us. 3. But this cannot be underſtood as 
ſome ſingular and powerful Operation of the Sprit of 
God, which upon ſome ſpecial Service for him, may be 
imparted to ſuch as never knew his gracious Inhabi- 
zation in their Soul, or. what it is to be entered in 


ſuch a State of Communion with the Spirit, as is by 


his ſettled Reſidence and abiding with them, John 
14. 17. For ſuch is this myſtery of Faith in the 
Nature thereof, as its true acting and work, is not 
attainable, without a viral influence from Heaven, and 
where its gradual Increaſe and Advance 1s made a 
Reward to frequency in the Acts thereof, and theſe re- 
ſolute Adventures and Reliance, which hath through 


Grace, been attained on a Divine Power. 4. But 


for a more full + hereof, it is not poſ- 
ſibly 
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| fibly attainable, without a ſupernatural Evidence ac- 

companying the ſame; ſuch whereby it clearly ſees ! 
both the Excellency and Certainty of thnigs thatare - : 
above Senſe, how they are no leſs ſure than great : Up : 
And though the higheſt Enjoyments of Faith, where- 


1 2 


; by the Soul reſts about Things to come, as if they | 
, were preſent, hath no ſuch immediate Evidence ö 
N thereof as they are in themſelves, and are the Ob- f 
n jects of our Senſe ; elſe they could not be hoped for, ; 
s if they were thus ſeen: Yet it is upon no Credibility, 3 
/ but upon the higheſt Certainty, that this quieting work - 
a F Faith, is founded: But how this ſupernatural Evi- 1 
1 dence does work on a Chriſtian's Soul in an Hour of ! 
i greateſt Trial, is not expreſſible by Words, though it q 
, doth then clear itſelf in the ſame manner, as the Day- 5 
5 light does when the Sun ſhines. For, whenit is known , 
t, in the Power thereof, in times of Faintings and Diſ- | | 
y treſs, it hath then ſuch a Call therewith, by a pre- | 
i ſent Efficacy, as Pſal. 116. 7, to return unto their | 
bs Reſt; a Reſt of Tranguillity and Aſſurance from God, q 
” in the way of a Promiſe, when there may not be the fl 
/ leaſt Appearance of its Performance. Thus did ö 
85 Abrabam know the Truth and Power of ſuch an Evi- f 
f aence upon his Soul, when he ſtaggered not at the. j 
6 Promiſe through Unbelief ; when both the way of Pro- | 4 
a vidence and the courſe of Nature, upon his hopes of | 1 
1 [aac, did moſt viſibly controul the ſame. But let i 
J me add herewith, that the moſt choice and experi- j 
1 enced in the Work and Advantages of Faith, hath _ = 
1 not done with the Settlement hereof, even after the N 
4 greateſt Confirmations; for whilſt he is within time, q 
* he muſt ſtill look out, both for new Aſſaults, and 9 
4 further Experiments of Aſſiſtance for this end, and bf 
5 to attain a higher Growth: But oh! how dark and ; 
. ſtrange a Thing is, this and how diſreliſhing to ! 
* moſt in this preſent Day? who count it enough to Z 
# bave their Religion in the Bible, but not in their Soul; : 
y TD and ; 
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and to have it in external Ordinances, and a viſible 
Form, but in no inward Enjoyments of the ſame. 

A Second Propoſal upon this great Subject of the 
guieting Power of Faith, amidſt the Hazards and Ter- 
rors of Time, is to know the Truth hereof, in the 
fureneſs of its Principles, and on what a clear Warrant, 
ſo wonderful a Piece of our Religion does found: 
This I muſt touch a little, to clear the ſame, both 
from any preſumptive Confidence, and enthufiaftick Pre- 
tences on ſuch an account; and that its holding in the 
way of Right, on the Warrant: of Divine Truth, 1s 
no leſs ſure, than the enjoyment hereof 1s ſweet ; 
when we can with ſuch Evidence ſee. 

1. How it hath this fundamental Principle to hold 
by, that the God of Truth hath taken the efeabliſhing 
of bis People's Faith, under his own Hand, as his alone 
immediate Work, and is ſuch a Work, that none but 
he can accompliſh: Thus we ſee 2 Cor. 1. 20. the 
ſureneſs of the Grounds of our Faith held forth, that 
all the Promiſes of God in Chrift, are Yea and Amen 

in him, unto the Glory of God, &c. But though 


| hee i is enough as to a Divine Warrant and Right, 


yet will not this alone bear out, without it be God's 


immediate Work alſo, when a Storm riſeth ; there- 


fore, Verſe 21. it is expreſsly ſhewed, that be who 


_ eſtabliſheth us in Chriſt, and hath ancinted us, is God; 


end hath given us the earneſt of his ſpirit, to raiſe 
the Faith of his People, anſwerable to the Height 
and Meaſure of any preſent Trial. 

2. Is it not on this ſure Principle of Truth alſo, 
that Faith in the Power, and Supports hereof, even 
in the moſt extraordinary caſe of Trial, does found? 
That the Lord Jeſus Chrift, hath not only given him- 

felf for us, by a legal Subſtitution in our Room to ſati/- 
Divine Juſtice, but bath given himſelf to us, to be 
enjoyed in the neareſt Intimacy of Relation, and a 


vital Union with himſelf, ſo that thus he is not only 
the 


1 OO 
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the Purchaſer, but the Diſpenſer alſo, to ſuch potent 
Influences, as the Faith of his People, in the raoſt 
extreme caſe does need ; and as he knows the ways 
of the Righteous, in their Neceſſities, Temptations and 
Hazards ; ſo he hath fixed them this way, in ſuch 


an immediate and abſolute Dependance on himſelf, 


by taking off viſible Refuges, to give them a more 
ipecial diſcriminating Teſtimony of his Reſpects, 
though then in the preſent time, it may have a very 
ſtrange and diſmal Appearance, whilſt it 1s not un- 
derſtood in ſuch a Caſe, how his gracious Deſign to 
accompliſh the great ends of his Love to his People 
lies fo near him, as to defer oft, an anſwering of 
their natural Deſires, until things come to that Ex- 
tremity, as may make way, both for the higheſt 
Trial and Victory of their Faith. © 

3. It is one of the moſt fundamental Grounds 
and Principles of Truſt; that no doctrinal Knowledge 
of this Myſtery of Faith, in its ſupporting Power 


_ againſt the greateſt.of Troubles, can avail, without 
the Spirit of Faith, 2 Cor. 4. 13. For here does 


the Communicn cf the Holy Gheſt, with the Saints on 
the Earth moſt eminentiy lie, and the Exjoyments of 


Faith in the ſaddeſt Hours of Temptation are expe- 


rienced, how the Foy and Peace of believing in ſuch a 
Security. of M:ad does thus work, when there is no 


natural Cauſe, or viſible Appearance for the ſame ; 


and how in ſo ſtrange a manner, a Chriſtian's Spirit 


hath been oft carried above the preſent Temptation of 
their Day, with ſuch Quiet and Compoſure of Mind, 


as even in the midſt of great Waters, they have net 
come near unto them, ſo as to ſhake and ſtagger their 


confidence; and I doubt not, that many humble and 
tender Chriſtians, have at ſome times, been ſealed - 


with that inward aſſurance by the ſpirit of Faith, and 
with ſuch ſtrength and clearneſs of evidence, in an 
Li gatory way to their ſouls, as the greateſt aſſaults 
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and oppoſition of Satan, which have been after made 
thereto, were never able to break the ſame, ſo bright 
and convincing hath the conveyance of ſuch a Seal 
been in that time, as they could thus humbly tałe in- 


fruments, that it was aſfuredly given them of God, 


and was truth and no lie. | | 
4. And it is not one of the principles and grounds 
of our Faith, that the great Author thereof, hath made 
its ſecurity fo full, and with that evidence, as may ful- 
ly countervail the want of occular demonſtration 
8utward ſenſe : For thus does our bleſſed Lord 76 
Joh. 14. 17. when he hath there promiſed he ſend- 
ing of his Spirit to bis Church whom the Wordd can- 
not receive, becauſe they ſee him not, and can be no 
object of human ſenſe, which is the only prevailing 
evidence and demonſtration, with a terrene Spirit; 
but then ſhews his Diſciples, that they had a more full 
and ſure teſtimony : For you know him, ſays he, and 
I have made you ſure by a higher evidence, as can 
leave no room for doubtfulneſs; for though herein 
does the excellency of Faith moſt eminently appear, 
in believing things not ſeen, and contrary to all natural 
ſenſe, on the credit of Divine Revelation, yet 1s 
there no darkneſs this way, from want of evidence, 
ſince this muſt be underſtood only, quoad evidentiam 
rei, ſed non quoad evidentiam teſtimonii; which 1s 
made as full, as that which we have ſeen with our 
Eye, or have touched and handled in that ſecurity 
which God hath given to us, in his way of believing, 
5. I muſt yet add one principle of our Faith, for giv- 
ing light to that/frong influence and power thereof, amidſt 
the greateſt fears and terrors of future events; that 
it is ſure ſuch who are Chriſt's, have not only things 
Preſent, but things to come made theirs, Cor. which 
1s one of thoſe great aſſurances of truth, that ſeems 
little underſtood, or improved by moſt, as being 
not only founded on that fundamental right of our 
| being 
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being Chriſt's and made thus beirs of theſe promiſes 
which are in him yea, and Amen to his people ; but 
that ſuch an entry is alſo on the enjoyment of this 
right, by the power of believing, and inward teſtimo- 
ay , the Spirit, as can fully quiet the Soul of a Chriſ- 
tian, and make things to come in another manner: 
There is then the reſidue of the World known. It 
is true, there is a rational proſpect and diſcovery up- 
on future things, by Human Wiſdom: and the pru- 
deut Man ſees and foreſees the evil day, to provide 
for the ſame as Solomon ſpeaks :. Yea, what a thing 


ſhould Man's Life be without fore/ight and ſagaci- 


ous diſcerning of what may be the iſſue of things, in 
a due application of proper means for ſuch ends? 
and of thoſe ſucceſſive removes, that in the ſettled courſe 
end way of natural cauſes, ſeem moſt unavoidable ; 
for on this muſt all true Human Policy found : But 
on the other hand, they ſee not how the deſigns 
of a ſupreme Providence may be taking place above 
the reach of Human thoughts, which does controul 
their meaſures and hopes, and how it was above the 
ſphere of ordinary reaſon or their foreſight, that 
events have oft occurred betwixt the entry and cloſe 
of a year, as they could neither ſee or prevent. But 


there is a Divine fore/ight which is of another nature, 


by the evidence of Faith of things not ſeen and future, 
without extraordinary Revelation, as can render the 


_ enjoyments of Hope on the certainty of a Divne Pro- 


miſe, to be matter of unexpreſſible joy and ſupport, 
_ it would in an ordinary way ſeem to be againſ# 
6. 5 3 5 
There is a third Propoſal, of great weight alſo on 
this head, to know what may have the moſt near and 
immediate influence on ſuch a raiſedneſs and ſecurity of 
a Chriſtian's Soul in an extraordinary hour of triat, 
and does then give the greateſt advantage to ſuch an 


appearance, when it can have no viſible cauſe for 
| Fx” the. 
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the ſame; for __ threto, it is indeed a ſecret 
betwixt God and the Souls of Men, and a matter of 
Power rather than of words, what can raiſe ſuch a con- 
fidence as hath no poſſible riſe from nature herein? 
and in this reſpect, thoſe who look at a diſtance, can 
never know where a Chriſtian's ſupport, and his great 
ſtrength lies: Yet ſince this ſeems ſo ſtrange and dark 
a thing to moſt, who may give ſome aſlent to the 
Doctrine of our Faith, I muſt ſpeak a little further, 
ſo far as may tend to clear their judgment, who 
would know what manner of Perſons thoſe are, who 
both in a judicious and experimental way, move in ſo 
high a ſphere, and are thus ſkilled in the way of 
truſt, and ſecure reliance on an inviſible retuge. But 
to render it the more clear, I ſhall touch this in the 
way of example, by ſome peculiar view of ſuch, of 
whom I hope there be many this day on the Earth, 
to ſhew that none goes upon hgiher princples of 
true and enlghtened reaſon. And though the mea- 
| ſures of a Chriſtian's Faith and eſtabliſhment, be 
not alike, but of a very different ize, yet may this 
clearly appear and be underſtood4y ſome ſpecial Cha- 
rafters to illuſtrate the lame, 1. That he is one wha 
in ſerious receſs, and retirement of his Soul, hath 
made a juſt reckoning of ſuch ſurprizing trials, as are 
liable to a Chriſtian's ſtate here on the Earth, where 
the alone way of 8 againſt ſenſe, muſt either be 
ſupport and ſecurity, or elſe periſh. And that no pre- 
ſent condition. he is in, can be ſo proſperous or .pro- 
miſing, but dark and black clouds may fall down 
when leaſt expected, as all Human comfort and af- 
ſiſtance may fail, and have no viſible refuges to reſt 
on; which hath thus brought the ſerious thoughts 
of Religion and his Soul, more cloſe together, to 
know ſuch an infallible way, as can never fail, and 
will bear She whole expence of the moſt extaordinary and 
diſmal trouble ; and that there is indeed, fach a _ 
pore, 
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poral intereſt lying thereto, as an immediate Communion 
with Heaven, when the lower ſprings of comfort and 
ſupply from the Earth, may be ſhut up: yea, ſuch 
a reality, as ſupernatural comforts in the peace 
and joy of the Holy Ghoſt, which are beſt known 
in the ſaddeſt hour, to be undoubted and ſure. — 
2. But when he hath thus judiciouſly reaſoned 
himſelf to ſuch a ſuppoſal; be is one who is no leſs deeply * 
awakened to provide for the ſame, not only with re- 
ſpect to that laſt and great adventure of Faith upon an 
zternal State, but to know where this great ſtrength 
lies, when ſuch a caſe may occur; for then it muſt 
in a ſpecial way lie near, to have a ſtedfaſingſs of his 
| 01 in the truth, and to know the ſtrong and firm 
conveyances pf the ſecurity of our Faith on Divine pro- 
miſe in ſuch a manner, as ſhould not need the Seal of 
a Miracle, or the teſtimony of an Angel, to ſupport 
the ſame; ſince as ſuch a ſettlement of the teſtimony 
of God, is ſurely attainable, ſo he cannot conceive 
how Men can poſſibly walk in the light of any true 
joy and comfort on the Earth, until they once be 
at reſt here. 3. He knows alſo, that the greateſt 
trials wherein he is liſted within time, is upon the 
| work and attings of Faith, in an hour of Temptation, 
both in the truth and in the Prength thereof; yea, 
how one day in his life, may have ſome ſpecial Com- 
miſſion for this end, more than many years former- 
ly have had; but does conſider herewith, how great 
| the recompences are even within time, that wait on 
| the iſſue, when the ſet meaſure ſhall-be perfected 
of ſuch unuſual trials that I ſhall be the ſame as in 
Job, 23. 20 bring them forth as Gold: and as he con- 
ſiders how high a value the Lord does put hereon, 
ſince the great diſpenſation, whereby be deals with bis 
5 Church in this militant State is in the way of truſt, 
/ and upon the credit of his truth, when there is no ſen- 
lible evidence; ſo it is the moſt important ſtudy _ 2 
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kis life, how he may acquit himſelf, and ſtand t to the | 


f hereof, for the honour of his God, and Maſ- 
ter, who hath counted him worthy to put him on 
ſome hotter ſervice and. more remarkable conflicts this 
way than others; and that he may hold faſt the be- 
Finning of bis confidence unto the end. 4 He muſt 
be reckoned one, who hath attained: to @ ſpecial com- 


munion with God in the ways of Providence, by fre- 
quent and deep obſervation of the ſame, and who thus 


can diſcern the great ends and deſigns which he hath 


upon his People, in ſuch methods of his dealing with 


them that may ſeem more ſtrange and aſtoniſhing 
to others, and in what dark paths he does uſually 
lead ſuch to whom he hath reſerved the greateſt tef- 
timonies of his love and reſpect; ſo that what proves 
moſt ſtaggering to others, as to the way of the 
Lord's training of his choiceſt followers in this ſtate 
of warfare, is made a ſpecial aſſiſtance to his further 
eſtabliſhment. 5. But more eſpecially wherein 
his great ſtrength lies is, on that acquaintance he hath 
attained with the communion of the ſpirit of God, which 
was once fo dark, and not conceivable by report; 
but now knows that it is an acquaintance of ſuch a 
kind, as is not remote or at a diſtance, but by near 
and ſenſible approaches to his Soul; and is not by 
words but by things of the greateſt ſubſtance and rea- 
lity, with the ſanctifying virtue of the ſpirit made ſo 


evident, as can make his Work and ſervices for God, 


to be matter of the higheſt delight and enjoyment ; 
Vea, he now knows what a ſpiritual faculty and life is, 
for correſponding with thoſe Divine Communica» 
tions, ſo as with a judicious and diſcerning Ear, he 
can know the voice of his beloved Maſter, from the voice 
of a ftranger, both in its ſweetneſs to allure, and in its 
power and efficacy to draw, and conform their Souls 
into a nearer reſemblance to himſelf, with that ten- 
derneſs and fear, which is the native reſult of ſuch an 
Intimacy 
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intimacy of converſe. 6. But as to this marvelous 
acquaintance with the ſpirit of God, in order to an 
higher increaſe of Faith ; he is one who can give an 


account hereof alſo, that in no ſingular way it was 


attained, but as it does reſpect the whole community 
of the Saints by an unchangeable rule, as attainable, 
not only in the retired duties of communion with 


| God, but by an inviſible trade and commerce with 


external Ordinances, and the out-lettings of ſanctuary 
ſtrength this way, anſwerable to that, Pſal. 20. 2. in 


both which reſpects, his Faith hath oft gained a 


higher intereſt and eſtabliſhment, than by external 
Providences, as being more immediately dependent 
on the ſpirit of God]; and as all cauſes muſt work an- 
ſwerably to the nature thereof, ſo can he put his Seal 


and teſtimony to that hid virtue and vital influence, 


which thoſe Divine Inſtitutions of the Goſpel hath on 
Men's Souls, and is only peculiar thereto ; yea, when 


others who ſtay only in the outward Court, axe bound- 


ed this way with an audible voice to their Ears, and 
literal diſcovery of ſacred truth to the judgment, ſuch 
can witneſs what unexpreſſible ſupport hath been then 
enjoyed for a more full ſettlement of their Faith, by 
immediate conveyances of Power and Life to their 


ſpirits, as hath made it ſweet matter of admiration; 


what inviſible ſtrength hath in a moral way been thus 
imparted, and what remarkable returns of light they 
have had upon ſuch a trial of enguiring in the Temple, 
from the fountain of Divine light, in the way of his 
word, under their darkeſt hours; which ſometimes 
have been like Elijab's Meal, in the ftrength whereof, 
he was enabled to go Forty days, without faint and 
wearineſs. 7. But for a further illuſtrating of ſuch 


an example whatever in a preparatory way he hath 


thus attained for a ſpecial acting of Faith in the moſt 
extreme caſe: Yet when this is not at a diſtance, 
bur becomes a preſent viſible object of ſenſe, and 

: comes 
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comes ſo near as cannot but in ſome extraordinary 
ay affect his ſpirit, then does it yet more appear 
where his tren gib, and immediate relief does lie, in 
making that great trial of turning his eyes wholly to 
Sod, by a preſent addreſs for ſuch a ſpecial al- 
lowance from Heaven, that his ftrength may be ac- 
cording to his day; and then it is in his improve- 
ment of that way which God hath confecrated for 
the moſt extreme exigences of a Chriſtian's hfe, he 
knows the high value and uſe of ſuch great experi- 
ments he hath formerly made of /enfible acceptance, 
and audience in the moſt aftoniſhing ſtraits, with 
ſuch ieſtimony from Heaven herein, and inward evi- 
dence on his Soul, as if fre had come from thence to 
conſume the Sacrifice, ſo as he could then ſpeak in 
that manner, Pſal. 20. 6. Now know I that the Lord 
ſaves bis anointed; and Pal. 40. 11. I know IT ſhall 
yet praiſe him; yea, as he knows the way of humble 
wreſtling in prayer, is not bounded in its warrant, 
by the greateſt extremity, fo, it hath been in ſuch a 
caſe that when God does take fome unuſual trial of 
his people and of their Faith, he then deſigns to give 
them ſome great and fingular trial of himſelf. 8. 
It may be further applicable to ſuch an example, that 
through the workings of a /pecial Faith in ſome great 
exigence and diſtreſs be fuch, that he cannot peak | 
to others, as it is then felt in the light and power 
thereof; yet does he then know the ſecurity hereof, 
and preſent ſettlement of his ſpirit with fuch evi- 
dence, as he fees as well as believes, when he cannot 
© wh demonſtrate this to the conviction of others, 
but as he knows with aſſurance his rut in ſuch an 
hour, to be one of the moſt highly rational acts of 
his life, ſo is this no lefs evident and fure, how the 
whole ſupernatural. part of Chriſtianity, whereby a 
Chriſtian is raiſed above himſelf, and the workings 


of natural light and reaſon, hath its 4e dependence 
| 93 
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an a near and immediate converſe with Heaven; where- 
in his great ſtrength then lies, that when a tide from 
without may be ſuch as ſhould quickly overwhelm 
his ſoul, he is thus put on a higher trial than at 
other times, of the ng of Divine ſupport by a 
preſent gale of the ſpirit to ſtem the ſame ; ſuch as 
rifeth higher than the work or aſſiſtance of Angels: 


Yea, how it is not habitual grace only, that could 


make the practical uſe of the Shield of Faith to be 
clear and comforting in an extremity; if there were 
not ſome very immediate ſupplies. But if it be in- 
quired what is the ground whereon they muſt adven- 


ture, and reſt their ſoul in ſuch an hour, and ſhould 


Eſpecially fix their Auchor on, it is not conceivable, 
without reſpect to ẽπ]ẽ ,—; ſpecial actings of Faith, by 
which Abraham and Sarah did enter on the enjoy- 
ment of the promiſe, when nothing ſeemed in an or- 
dinary way more impoſſible, than this, that he was 
perſuaded, God was able to perform what he had pro- 
miſed, Rom. 4. And ſbe judged him faithful who had 
promiſed, Heb. 11. 9. Bur yet now let me add this 
more with reſpect to ſuch an example; that he is one 
who in a ſeaſon of greateſt trial, knows the great- 
_ neſs of that witneſs £ is then fiſted under, to be of 
another kind, than any human obſervarion that may 
be upon him, when he hath ſo difficult and hazard- 
ous a part to ad on the Theatre of his life; and that 
he hath herein, not only the itneſs of the elect An- 
gels, the watching and conſidering Eye of the Powers 
of Darkneſs, who are againſt him, but above all, 
that he is ina more ſingular way than at other times, 
ſtated under the immediate witneſs of the glorious 
Trinity, to ſee how he acts ſuitably to the greatneſs 
of a divine refuge, and theſe aſſurances which the 
God of truth hath given him to adventure on ; then 
is it alfo that he knows the Trial of his Faith, does 
not alone lie, when he is now at ſo eminent a ſtep 
thereof, for the quiet and ſupport of his own but 
G 5 but 
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comes ſo near as cannot but in ſome extraordinary 
Way affect his ſpirit, then does it yet more appear 
where his ftrength, and immediate relief does lie, in 
making that great trial of turning his eyes wholly to 
God, by a preſent addreſs for ſuch a ſpecial al- 
Jowance from Heaven, that his ftrength may be ac- 
cording to his day; and then it is in his improve- 
ment of that way which God hath confecrated for 
the moſt extreme exigences of a Chriſtian's life, he 
knows the high value and uſe of ſuch great experi- 
ments he hath formerly made of ſenſible acceptance, 
and audience in the moſt aftoniſhing ſtraits, with 
ſuch 7eftimony from Heaven herein, and inward evi- 
dence on his Soul, as if fire had come from thence to 
conſume the Sacrifice, ſo as he could then ſpeak in 
that manner, Pſal. 20. 6. Now know I that the Lord 
ſaves bis anointed; and Pfal. 40. 11. I know I ſhall 
yet praiſe bim; yea, as he knows the way of humble 
wreſtling in prayer, is not bounded in its warrant, 
by the greateſt extremity, ſo, it hath been in ſuch a 
caſe that when God does take ſome unuſual trial of 
his people and of their Faith, he then deſigns to give 
them ſome great and ſingular trial of himſelf. 8. 
It may be further applicable to ſuch an example, that 
through the workings of a ſpecial Faith in ſome great 
exigence and diſtreſs be fuch, that he cannot ſpeak 
to others, as it is then felt in the light and power 
thereof; yet does he then know the ſecurity hereof, 
and preſent ſettlement of his ſpirit with fuch evi- 
dence, as he fees as well as believes, when he cannot 
Mbly demonſtrate this to the conviction of others, 
ut as he knows with aſſurance his 2ruſ in ſuch an 
hour, to be one of the moſt highly rational acts of 
his life, ſo is this no leſs evident and ſure, how the 
whole ſupernatural. part of Chriſtianity, whereby a 
Chriſtian is raiſed above himſelf, and the workings 
of natural light and reaſon, hath its alone dependence 
91 
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an a near and immediate converſe with Heaven; where- 
in his great ſtrength then lies, that when a tide from 
without may be ſuch as ſhould quickly overwhelm 
his ſoul, he is thus put on a higher trial than at 
other times, of the certainty of Divine ſupport by 4 
preſent gale of the ſpirit to ſtem the ſame ; ſuch as 
rifeth higher than the work or aſſiſtance of Angels : 
Yea, how it is not habitual grace only, that could 
make the practical uſe of the Shield of Faith to be 
clear and comforting in an extremity ; if there were 
not ſome very immediate ſupplies. But if it be in- 
quired what is the ground whereon they muſt adven- 
ture, and reſt their ſoul in ſuch an hour, and ſhould 
eſpecially fix their Anchor on, it is not conceivable, 
without reſpect to /wo ſpecial attings of Faith, by 
which Abraham and Sarah did enter on the enjoy- 
ment of the promiſe, when nothing ſeemed in an or- 
dinary way more impoſſible, than this, that be was 
perſuaded, God was able to perform what he had pro- 
miſed, Rom. 4. And fbe judged him faithful who bad 
promiſed, Heb. 11. 9. Bur yet now let me add this 
more with reſpect to ſuch an example; that he is one 
who in a ſeaſon of greateſt trial, knows the great- 
neſs of that witneſs £ is then ſiſted under, to be of 
another kind, than any human obſervarion that may 
be upon him, when he hath ſo difficult and hazard- 
ous a part to act on the Theatre of bis life ; and that 
he hath herein, not only the 2w7ne/s of the eleff An- 
gels, the watching and conſidering Eye of the Powers 
of Darkneſs, who are againſt him, but above all, 
that he 1s ina more ſingular way than at other times, 
ſtated under the immediate witneſs of the glorious 
Trinity, to ſee how he acts ſuitably to the greatneſs 
of a divine refuge, and theſe aſſurances which the 
God of truth hath given him to adventure on; then 
is it alſo that he knows the Trial of his Faith, does 
not alone lie, when he is now at ſo eminent a ſtep 
thereof, for the quiet and ſupport of his own Jpirin 
G he Th 
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but for ſuch an appearance before Men, as may 
tend to ſanctiſy God before the World, and for a put- 
ting his. Seal thereto, that is faithful and true, to 
whom theſe have concredited themſelves ; and that 
they durſt follow him, with a reſolute reliance, when 
both ſenſe and natural reaſon did fail, and could give 


no ſupport in ſuch an hour. T hus I have offered 


a view in ſuch an example, where the ſupport and 
ſtrength of a Chriſtian's Faith, in the moſt aſtoniſh- 
ing hour of temptation does lie; and of the ſolid 
judicious actings thereof, both in the way of light and 
ower : and there is herewith preſented, a ſpecial /eries 
and Scale of theſe ſteps, whereby ſuch a meaſure of Eftat- 
liſbment is attainable under that bleſſed conduct of the 
word and ſpirit of God, as it keeps cloſe by the line of 
truth, betwixt hazards both on the right and left hand; 
ſo chat we may ſee on what ſirm and ſure ground ſuch 
are, and have their Anchor fixed, who thus know the 
work of Faith in an extraordinary caſe of trial. 

But now in the /aft place, I muſt yet in an 558 
catory way, ſhut up this di iſcourſe with a more ſpecial 
reſpect to the times we are now in, when ſuch great 
thoughts of heart, may be both from thoſe range 
Providences that have of late gone over the Churches of 
Chriſt in thoſe three Nations, and what may be yet 
expected and on a near approach; ſince it is ſure 
Men does not know their day, nor can take to heart, 
time and judgment, where there is no ſuitable regard 
to the voice of God in his Yorks, as well as in his 
Mord, and what is given to be the moſt remarkable 
talent of obſervation, on ſuch an account, I have ſpoke 
a little to ſuch a frange ſuppeſal the P/almiſt makes, 
as to what might be the trial of his Faith, in the 
day wherein he then ſtood : But let me ſpeak a few 
things that may be judged more than ſuppoſable with 
reſper? to the preſent time, wherein it ſeems in ſome 
ſingular wn to be ſtated from other times; and 

| though 
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though with humble ſobriety 1 have deſired to exo- 


ner my Soul on ſuch an account, in a late Eſay, which 
hath been publiſhed; yet having a riſe, both from this 
ſubject, and the preſent aſpects of Providence, I muſt 
crave leave to offer ſome thoughts farther. 
1. Is it not more than ſuppoſable that ſuch an ap- 
peal from the Lord, as we have Ja. 5. 4. hath a 
moſt peculiar reſpe& beyond former times to this 
Generation? phat could I have done more to my Vine- 
yard than I have done, by new methods and trials, 
both in the way of Grace and in the ſeverity of Judg- 
ments, to bring the Churches of Britain, again unto 
God? Or hath there been ſuch precedents in the way 


of the Lord, with any Churches elſe, and in that - 


manner, as theſe ffty years paſt, he hath made uſe 
of? And Oh! what muſt be expected to work for 


ſuch an end, when no inſtituted means does anſwer 


thereto? and that it is evident what the higheſt im- 
provements of Men's natural power can do, which 
is ſo much exalted by this Generation, to ſhut out 
the neceſſity of /upernatural influences of Grace, with 
ſo little fear of ſuch a judicial reſtraint thereof, as is 
at this day: For if men do but ſincerely reaſon their 
Soul unto ſerious thoughts of ſuch a caſe, what can 
be ſeen now by ordinary means, to beget a deep 
and awful ſenſe of God on Men's ſouls, if he do not 
in ſome more immediate and extraordinary way ap- 
pear ; but, ſuch an aſtoniſhing confidence and con- 
tempt of all Divine figns and threatenings, ſeem diſ- 


cer nable as nothing in a monizory way does work or 


affe& in Men's ſpirits : Nor is judgment from Hea- 
ven, a matter of fear with moſt, if it be not felt. But 
the ſame ſpirit which we may fee Ja. 5. 19. may 
be viſible in the preſent times, when they ſaid, Let 
him make ſpeed, and haſten his work, that we may ſee 
it; and let the Counſel of the Hely One of Ifreal draw 
ear, that we may know it; which was in an expreſs 
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way to ſpeak, that neither their Faith nor their Pear, 
did riſe higher than ſenfible evidence and demonſtration 
of what was preſent in their fight. 
2. It is a matter of truth alſo, is more than ſup- 
poſable, that the ability of the Earth beneath us, can 
give no aſſurance and ſolid quiet of Spirit, to thoſe who 
duell thereon, until they be at peace with Heaven: But 
whilſt they reckon that nothing is more ſure to build 
their hopes on, than this lower Earth, and thus 
have their hearts on the ſame level therewith, may 
ſee how amidſt their greateſt confidence and expec- 
tation, their judgment may then immediately have 
its rife from the ſame, ſo as in one hour, to make 


the alone ſupport of their confidence, to be the Grave 


tbereof ; and whetever ſome have writ as to the fore- 
going Preſages of any remarkable Earthquake, betore 
it took place yet was it never known, that an ap- 


pearance of God this way, either to forewarn as a 


ſign, or as a preſent judgment, did occur but with a 


preſent ſurpriſal, when nothing hereof,, was feared 


or ſuſpected: And it hath ever been one of the moſt 
immediate ſigns of ſudden deſtruction, when a peo- 
ple's ſecurity hath come to that height, as nothing 
could be awakning in ſuch a caſe, anſwerable to 
that 1 Theſſ. 5. 3. when they ſaid, peace, peace, 
then was a deſtroying ſtroke moſt eminent and 
near: And I may ſpeak this with aſſurance, that 
either theſe late Providences by which God hath in 


{o remarkable a manner made himſelf known, ſhall 
be regarded as fgns, and carry Men's ſpirits above 
any product of natural caufes herein unto God, r 


will at laſt be felt, by what is ſignified thereby. 

I hope, it can be no queſtionable thing 
with any of a ſerious and conſidering Spirit, that as 
the ſtanding of the World, and its being ſecured from 
the extremity of juſtice, is alone by a diſpenſation of 
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Grace, and the tenor of the ſecond Covenant; with re- 
ſpect to the Church therein, ſo is it in no other 
but of Grace only, that Britain hath this day, any 
claim or charter of * Right, to the Bleſſmgs of Provi- 
dence, and for having the hedges of Divine Protection 
kept up: Nor could the furtheſt of Human ſtrength 
and counſel avail then, if once the full meaſure of 
the long-fuffering and tenderneſs of God, ſhould 
be ſummed up, that hath aſſuredly its ſer bounds, to 
the moſt eminent Cherches where ſometimes God 
hath more remarkably ſhined; and oh! what a 
thing ſhould this World be to live in, were it but 
for one day or hour, if there ſhould be à wwithhold- 
ing of an immediate Divine care and inſpection over 
the ſame, or for ſo ſmall a time, hat Door could be 
Hut up of Intercourſe betwixt Heaven and the Saints 
bere, which by a Divine immutable conſtitution of 
Grace, 1s kept open, whilſt they are within time : 
But this is a thing as to any publick and national 
intereſt, that ſeems to have little credit or regard with 
Men, what inviſible Influence, ſuch a hid Party, 
who makes the leaſt appearance in the Earth, hath 
on the greateſt changes thereof; and how a filling up 
the meaſure of the Elect, in a Nation and continuance 
of the Candleſtick there, with the overſight of a ſpeciai 
Providence, is ſtill of the fame extent. 

4. It is a Dilemma of undeniable evidence, as to 
the publick flate and intereſt of thoſe Nations, that we 
muſt either have God for us, in the efficacy and out- 
goings of his Providence, or againſt us: That God. 
who in the ſupreme adminiſtration of his Govern- 
ment over the World, fands not as neuter, or as a 
witneſs only to the actings of Men; but if he be not 
on our fide, and intereſted in our cauſe, we muſt 
then know him as an Adver/ary: For there can be 
no poſſible midſt herein, hat God, whoſe room all 


the World cannot ſupply, if he ſhould ve ſhut cut of our 
Cæunſels; 
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Counſels ; yea, ſuch a God we have both to fear and 
rely on, who is not one like to ourſelves, to be put 
off with words, or a complimental addreſs in a fat- 
ed form only, or can expect in Faith, that this will 
bring aſſiſtance to turn the ſcale of Providence on our 

| fide, if he be not according to his revealed Counſel, 
with an entire reliance on him alone, adored and ö 
feared as God : Yea, it is ſure in no Human affairs, 
he does more immediately appear, and by an extraor- 
dinary Miniſtry of the Angels, than in the deciſi ion of 
War and of Battles, for which cauſe he does in ſo ſpe- 
cial a reſpect, take that fy/e unto himfelf 70 be the 
Lord f Hoſts. It ſhould ſeem a ſtrange and aſtoniſh- 
ing thing, how Men can live on the Earth without 
God, without whom they cannot live for one mo- 
ment, and in whoſe Hand their Breath is; yet if 
we look to the publick ſtate of Religion this day, no- 
thing may be more applicable to the moſt numerous 
part of the Reformed Churches than this; and that the 
ſenſe of a Deity, hath more power and influence amonglt 
Heathens, who walk in the name of their God, 
than it hath amongſt millions of profeſſed Chriſtians ; 
for except we ſhut our reaſon, ſuch muſt be ſurely 
faid to live without God in the Earth, and not to walk 
in his name, who live without any reſolute depen- 
dance and truſt upon him in the courſe and conduct 
of their affairs; whoſe great buſineſs in the World a 
lies only with Men, and are much more influenced 

by ſuch a fear, than of his frownings, and terror, 

who made Heaven and Earth; when it ſeem's now 4 
eaſy with moſt to 4% God, if they may gain Mey, | 
and make an intereſt . that way, tho' the purchaſe 
will never bear the expence ; yea, can go the fartheſt 
length of external I/orſhip in Church Aſſemblies, 
and yet be without God, then as to any internal con- 
verſe or enjoyment of him by inward acts of adoration ; ; 
and what account can ſuch poſſibly make of an invi- 
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fible God, who know no other meaſure of their con- 
fidence, but as viſible things do either ſmile or frown 
upou them ; but there is one reſpect further where- 


in we may ſee how moſt, who profeſs the name of 


God, do this day live without him on the Earth, 
which is in the way of o&/ervation of what paſſeth be- 
twixt him and them, whether by providences or in- 


fluences on their Soul, but take all things at an adven- 


ture, without any higher look than what is from ſe- 
condary cauſes, though it was in this way that an 
Enoch, an Noab, and the whole race of the Saints, who 
have gone before, knew what it was 0 walk with 
God on the Earth, no leſs in diſcerning his appear- 
ances, and work towards them, than their way and ſer- 
vices towards him: But oh! what will he do with 
us, when it may be feared that the moſt prevailing 
ſuffrage and vote of the generation we are now in, 
ſhould be this (if their Soul might ſpeak for them 
in ſuch a caſe) let God depart from us, for we deſire 
not the knowledge of the Moft High, ſince this light 


tends only to be tormenting, and does afford no 


comfort to ſuch; or can it be expected, that he 
will allow in this age a reſtoring Miracie to bring 
Men again to the faith and ſenſe of the Deity, as he 
did in the days of Elia, when we have a much greater 
Talent to be accountable for, than theſe had, or any 
former Ages paſt, having the whole income of their 
Confirmations and improvements added to our Stocks ? 
5. Tho' the great intereſt ofthat myſtery ofa Chri/- 


 tian's Faith, which is the ſpecial Subject of this Diſ- 


courſe, does in the firſt place reſpect our reconciled ſtate, 
and juſtification before God, yet is it too evident that the 
moſt uſually trying and difficult part thereof, is, with 
reſpect to the trials and conflitts of time, and ſuch a 

day, when they muſt live immediately on God, and 
give him the glory of his Godbead when no viſible 
means can ſupport, which is that wonderful experi- 
1 1 > ment 
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ment of Faith in the power thereof that is here ex- 
preſsly pointed at, when it is by the /pirit of God as 
his immediate work IR to the moſt ex- 
traordinary beighth of a Chriſtian's trial; but as to 
the filling up of this great work of Faith in the 
appointed meaſure thereof; it does principally 1. 
reſpect the whole State and times of the eleci Church, 
and on this account; there is ſtill a growing increaſe 
as to the meaſure of the work of Faith ſince Abel the 
righteous, and is not yet come in many degrees to 
that full heighth of perfection which it muſt have 
before the cloſe of time; yea, herein hath each of 
© the Saints their proper ſbare and intereſt for bringing 
forth the glory of this excellent Grace to its great- 
eſt diſplay before Angels and Men, which is an end 
worthy of all the trials, and ſuffering times which have 
ever gone over the Church, becauſe this way of giving 
glory to God is only within time. 2. But it muſt 
be underſtood alfo that in each age of the Church there 
ere fome more illuſtricus examples that the Lord does 
afford to the World this way, in whom his Grace 
in the power thereof hath a greater triumph in the 
way of paſſive valour than in thefe, who have been 
molt admired upon their heroick actings and conqueſt 
over Men. 3. It is undeniable alſo what eminent 
experiments have been thus afforded, upon theſe ad- 
ventures of a Chriſtian's Faith, which did not then 
anſwer the ordinary ſtandard of the trials, which 
others have had; and though we may confidently 
hope, that the higheſt meaſure of the /ufferiug times 
of the Church is now accompliſhed and paſt, and of 
the trial of the paſſive Graces f the Spirit, yet it may 
be a matter of fear that the Faith of Chriſtian's in 
this day may have fome more extraordinary eſſay in 
the way of judgment, as to the publick State of the 
Church, and of theſe Nations now in theſe laf# times 
_ of the Gentiles, than what hath been in ages paſt, and 
may 
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may need more than ordinary ballaſt to beat up 


againſt the darkneſs thereof, when ſuch's miduigbt 


hour ſeems immediately to proceed the dawning of 
that bright Sun-ſhine, which may be truly reckon- 
ed the brightneſs of Chriſt's N coming, m tire 
laſt u, en 

6. May it not be a matter of EEE vi 
_ dence alſo as to the preſent State of the Church that 
there is ſurely /ome eminent period of Providence, to 
which fo ſwift and extraordinary conrjes of remark- 
able changes, as hath in a ſucceſſive way ſtill attend- 
ed theſe Nations, have a proper 'tendeney; theſe be- 
ing ſo unuſual and aſtoniſhing, and out of the way of 
the Lord's ordinary working, as the moſt judicious, 
and deep diſcerners of things could not to this: day 
have ES: pr their falling out on principles of Hu- 
man reaſon ; yea, ſuch as I muſt humbly judge, will 
not ceaſe, until the Spirit of God be quieted in that 
great deſign which he is to accompliſh hereby anſwer- 
able ro that 'Zach. 6. 8. on which he hath ſet his 
heart; who leaves not his work unperfected, which 
hath alſo the ſame ſenſe, and intent. Ta. 66. 9. 
Shall T bring to the birth, and not cauſe to bring forth, 
&c. nor (I am perſuaded) will any Human counſel 


make civil eſtabliſhments to be effectual, until that 


great deſign of Providence be more underſtood, and 
concutred with. 

7. It is now a day of great expettarion how the 
next ſcene of Providence may open for a further clear- 
ing of this deſign of the Lord about which J judge 
theſe who have neareſt converſe with God this 
day by his Word and Spirit, ſee cauſe to give their 
fears the firſt place before their hopes, as to lome very 
extraordinary work of judgment that from all fg ns 
ſeems. to lie neareſt now to the reformed Churches in 
the frame of Providence, tho“ we are like to have lit- 


tle e either of Faith or fear, when it comes, until it 


* be 
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be made an object of ſenſe ; but ] am ſure a few of 
theſe evident prognoſticks that now are in our ſight, 
would have deeply affected the Spirits of our Fa- 
thers, when we may ſee no Providences are ſo ex, 
traordinary, as to have any ſanctifying influence on 
Men's Souls for the moſt part, or to advance the 
publick: fate of Religion as formerly; when an out- 
ward calm and a dead lethargy herewith docs. ſo viſi- 
bly ſtill go together, which hath a more mortal aſ- 
pect on the preſent ſtate of Britain than might be 
judged from the higheſt paroxiſm of perſonal ſuffer- 
ings; when. the Chriſtian intereſt this day for accom- 
pliſhing che great deſigns of Grace under a formed 
profeſſion thereof is as a low thing in Men's eyes in 
/ reſpect of what is more extrinſic, and foreign there- 
to; when alſo the long decreaſe of thar tide 755 pow- 
er, and influences of Religion on Men's, Souls hath 
at laſt come to ſuch an ebb by theſe: judicial, removes 
of the Spirit of God, that without ſome very imme- 
diate appearance from Heaven we might fear Jet 
Truth ſhould quickly periſh from the Earth; yea, when 
it is ſo evident that God is yet calling for ſome to fland 
in the gap, and make up the bedge before judgment 
go forth, but almoſt none found to anſwer its voice; 
; ſo intently are Men's Spirits now, even of ſuch, who 
outgo others in a profeſſion ſet upon deſigns. about 7 
their own things; and it hath ſurely ever been a diſ- 
mal ſign to a Nation, when it becomes rare to find 
any ſuitable inſtruments, and zools to anſwer a reſtor- 
ing work therein, or to ſee that ra? :ſedneſs of Spirit for 
ſuch an end, as hath been formerly, which may be 
feared ſpeaks the long ſhadows of the evening be- 
fore ſome horror of great darkneſs are too viſibly 
ſtretched out. But if men do count theſe things 
N ſmall and remote from their eyes, and vill raiſe a 
by confidence, that it ſhall be Peace, until there be an- 
| eber appearance for God and the intereſt of his *. : 
Than 
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than hath yet been. It may make the diſappoint- 
ment ſad and dreadful in the iſſue: One thing I have 
thought ſtrange, how there can be a Natianal love 
and reſpect to its intereſt in another way, than to 
have God intereſted both in their caſe and cauſe, in the 
firſt room; or how ſolemn and public Thankſptvings, 
in a ſtated external form for the moſt eminent ap- 
pearances of God, whether as to a Nation, or to a 
City, or to Perſons, is fo viſibly divided from ſuch 
an eſſential part thereof, which 1s by Thank-offerings, 
and ſome returns to bim in a promiſſory way by deeds 
and performances, as well as by words, ſuitable to the 
weight of ſuch engagements. But this 1s a rare 
practice now to be found on the Earth, to deſign 
ſome ſpecial Conſecration of the gain of any eminent Na- 
tional Mercies unto God this way. | 
8. Yet whatever may be too evident in the mat- 
ter of our fear, it is ſure that the juſt grounds of our 
hopes in behalf of the Church, does far exceed the ſame : 
And though there be many extraordinary Signs 
to cauſe terror and conſternation of Spirit, there is 
one Sign of another kind, that will compenſe all, which 
is that Sign of the Son of Man, Matt. 24. 30. as is to 
be underſtood in a promiſſory ſenſe ; and how that 
great Mourning of the Tribes of the Earth, which is 
there ſpoke, to attend ſuch a Sign, hath the ſame 
ſenſe with that, Zach. 12. 10. and is clearly expoſtto- 
ry of the fame, They ſhall look on me whom they have 
pierced, and Mourn, &c. as alſo that evident Parallel 
Rev. 1. 6. ſince theſe do ſo jointly bear evidence to 
the nature and intent of ſuch a Sign, as will then 
have an eminent appearance with the firſt entry, and 
returning of the Jews unto him, whom their Fathers 
did pierce, I know ſome of the greateft Writers of 
this age, ſuch as Uſher, Twiſs, and Mead, and of 
late that worthy Man, Mr. Mather, of New- England, 
take this in the ſame ſenſe, only ſeem to reckon this 
| H-2 Sign 
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Sign to be the zhing ſignified of Chriſt bimſelf,i in a aids 5 


ble appearance then to the World: But this will. be 
e' re long in another manner underſtood in the event, . 


Yet I have found it ſo ſweet a ſubject of thoughts in 
theſe diſmal and fad times, when other Signs are ſo 


tremendous, that in ſome things which are moſt 
clear herein, and ſuitable to humble ſobriety, I muſt 


ſpeak a few things. 1. How it is unqueſtionable, 


this is that one Sign by way of ſingularity, which our | 


bleſſed Head and Redeemer, does appropriate to bim 


felf as his, and to be the Sign xa/ ox» of the Son of 


Man, ſuch as hath never been given to the World 


like thereto, nor will ever be, until he himſelf come 


to Judgment. 2. It is ſurely a Sign which muſt be 


publick and conſpicuous to the World, in Some er- 


traordinary Viſion to Human ſenſe ; for therein is the 


intent of that Prediction made expreſs and clear: But 


as to the nature hereof, or its duration, I judge it 
ſuitable not to enquire, whether the Holy Ghoſt hath 
not more particularly cleared the ſame, and reſerved 


a further diſcovery thereof, to the event. It is ſure 


alſo, when this great appearance ſhall be ro the 


World, it will be with that demonſtrative and un- 
dubitable evidence as the Sign of the Son of Man, as 
will beyond any contradiction, expound itſelf, and 


verify ſuch a N of our bleſſed Lord, before 
Angels and Men. It muſt be underſtood as A 


Sign that will be * affefting, and work in an ex- 
traordinary way on Men's Spirits, to cauſe ſo great 


and univerſal a mourning, which will not be as ſome 


have underſtood, a mourni 1 Horror, but what 
t 


will be a reſult not only of 
ty of the Sign, but of an extraordinary concurrence 


of the Spirit of God herewith, to anſwer that emi- 


e greatneſs and certain- 


nent deſign of Grace, with a peculiar reſpect to the 


Jewiſh race, as may be clearly ſeen Zach. 12. 1 5 


And herein 1 humbly Judge, as in the jr times of 


_ the 


_ 
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the Goſpel the Jews did require a Sign from Heaven 
to engage them to the Chriſtian Faith, as the Apoſ- . 
tle ſpeaks'1 Cor. 1. 22., ſo that this way now in the 
laft times, both with an eminent rebuke to their infi- 
delity, and marvellous . condeſcendence of Grace, . 
he will yet in ſuch a manner appear. 5. But it 
- muſt ſtill be according to what the the Scripture ex- 
preſſes, a Sign and not the thing / gnified, or perſonal 
appearance of our bleſſed Lord, in his Human na- 
ture,whbom the Heavens muſt contain until the full reſti- 
zution of all things ; wherein 1 muſt differ from the 
judgment of ſuch great Interpreters, who take it in- 
the other ſenſe, though this will aſſuredly be ſuch a 
Sign, as is then to have ſome extraordinary impreſs 
and fignature upon it, to be demonſtrative to. tage 
World and the Fews more peculiarly, of the Huma- 
nity of our bleſſed Redeemer. 6. But whatever may 
\ be the glory and ſplendour of fo extraordinary. an 
appearance, it muſt be ſtill reckoned ſuch as the ſtate: 
of mortality can bear, ſince that Y7/ion that he gave 
to his beloved Diſciple John, of himſelf in his glorified. 
ſtate, Rev. 1. was ſo overpowering, as he who had 
ſometimes leaned on bis Boſom, whilſt he was on 
the Earth, did then fall as dead at his Feet; and 
Except it were ſuppoſed that he ſhould pur a veil on 
his glory, in ſuch a viſible and immediate appear- 
ance of his Human Nature, it is not conceivable, 
how even the Saints on the Earth, much more the 
reſidue, of the World, could bear a fign of that Na- 
ture : And herein my Soul doth reſt — aſſurance, 
as to the ſenſe and intent of the Scripture, about that 
much deſired Sign, after ſerious and humble enqui- 
ry about the fame. Though I muſt crave leave to 
add this further, with a ſpecial confidence, that this 
Sign which is to be the greateſt, is to be given in a 
monitory way of his ſecond coming, is now ſurely 
97 a near approach, as being both that great _ | 
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56 precounss ON BARTHQUAKES. | 
of Grace to the poor Jewiſh World, and of its being 


very near to a perfecting of the Work of time, and 
his coming to judge the World; yea, ſince the finiſhing 
of the times of the Gentiles, and that great tide and 


© effuſion of the ſpirit, which will then bring a Ręſur- 
 rettion therewith, from the dead to the Fews, does 


contemporate together, the. promiſſory evidences of 
the near approach hereof, are ſuch as I hope may 
of this Generation now in the Earth, may be made 
witneſſes thereto. | 433 0 

9. I know it is reckoned uſually, that the accom- 
pliſhing of theſe great deſigns of Providence, which 
are yet to take place now in the /a/? ages of the World, 
and the exhibition of this wonderful fign of the Son of 
Man, may be at a great diſtance of time, as to the 
event thereof, upon which I have had the ſame 
thoughts, until a more deep enquiry and ſearch 
about the Counſel of God herein, hath brought me 
under a conſtraint of light, to .ſce how the work of 
time in all its intents, is nearer to a final cloſe, than 
ſeems to be apprehended by moſt; and that we are 
now ſurely near to an entering on the laſt watch of 
that long night of the Church's Militant ſtate, when 
her warfare ſhall for ever be accompliſhed, and 
there will be no more ſuch Jong ſtages in the courſe - 
and procedure of Providence, as hath formerly been ; 
but when the /a/? part of the Scripture Prophecy is once 
come to the birth, and full height of accompliſhment, 
then 1s 1t to be hoped that a few years will bring 
forth more than hath been formerly attained in ſome 
ages; yea, to this doth the Spirit ſpeak evpreſsly 
with reſpect to that great and wonderful Revolution 
in the laſt times, by the incalling of the Jews, and 
final agſtruction of Antichriſt, that then he will cut 
ſhort his Work in righteouſneſs, and finiſh the ſame; 
gecauſe a ſhort Work will the Lord make upon the 
Earth, Rom. 9. 28. by which the way and manner 
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| of the courſe of: Providence, is clearly expreſſed, as it 


will be in the evening f time, from what it hath 
been formerly; the word there in the. Original is 
D- to ſhew that as the work of God which he 
hath upon the Earth, 1s the alone product, and ac- 
compliſhment of his word, ſo when the adminiſtra- 
tion of Providence, is drawing near to its laſt period 
and cloſe, then 49ill he cut it Sort, and haſten. the 
ſame in ſome extraordinary way; yea, allot more to 
a day or year, than he did to many years before, in 
the ordinary courſe of his working; and as the firſt 


bringing forth of the Creation was a ſhort Work, and 
_ a ſwift courſe that Omnipotency took herein, ſo may 


the laſt conſummation and cloſe of the great Work of 
Providence, be expected to make no delay: I am 


| ſure the Holy Gvoft ſpeaks expreſsly for this end, in 


that eforecited Scripture, befides other paſſages of ſa- 


cred truth, which give light and confirmation there- 


to; but in what ſenſe the cutting ſhort of the Work of 
God in the laſt times, and his making a ſhort Work in 
the Earth is to be underſtood, I muſt humbly offer 
what 1 am in Faith perſuaded hereof, as aggreeable 
to the intent of that Scripture: 1. How it is to be 


a ſhort Work and a very ſwift motion that ſhall. be 


then in the Church's increaſe, and in gathering of the 


_ Eleft, as what will be anſwerable to that great extent 


of the Chruch univerſal, when it is made up both of 
Jews and Gentiles, and in ſuch a dey of power as the 
dew of his Youth, ſhall be as the womb of the morning, 
Pfal. 110. 3. For though it be clear that the 42% 7ri- 
umph of Chriſt's viſible kingdom, and the glory of his grace 


in order to converſion, mult aſſuredly have a great 


Harveſt therewith, for in bringing of the Saints, and 
filling up of that large room, which is yet void 1n the 


Church triumphant, in the whole appointed meaſure 
thereof, yea may be judged ſuch as ſhall bear a reſem- 
blance to that progreſs of grace, and wonderful pro- 


duct 
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duct of its efficacy in the fr/ times of the. Goſpel, fo 
s it to be expected that this /aſ? tide of the efjuſion f 
the ſpirit of Goa, ſhall be ſo ſtrong and prevalent, as 
to attain the Work of an Age formerly in a very ſhort 
time, and verify that Scripture to the amazement of 
the World, Ifa. 66. 10. Row a Nation and People 
Pould be born, and formed to the Lord in a day. 
But 1 muſt herewith ſpeak to a fad miſtake, that 1 
humbly judge many are upon, as to the meaſure of 
that Prophetic millennium, and higheſt glory of Chriſt's 
viſible reign herein, as if that definitive time of a 
' thouſand years, ſhould be underſtood extenſively of 
ſuch a preciſe number of years, and of ſo long a du- 
ration, when the intent of the Holy Ghoſt herein, 
ſeems ſo clear and evident, that it is rather intenfvely 
to be taken in the value and ſplendour thereof, when 
the light of one day will be as of ſeven in one, and the 
Work o God in a ſhort meaſure of time then, will 
virtually amount to a thouſand years. I know it is 
acknowledged by all, and clearly underſtood as Da- 
vid ſpeaks Pfal. go. and the Apoſtle, 2. Per. 2. how a 
thouſand years with the Lord is but as a day; yet ſeems 
the ſenſe of this to be little apprehended by moſt, 
how a day before the Lord, may be as a thouſand years: 
and how it is intended there, to ſhew his putting ſuch 
a value and glory thereon, as it-may amount to the 
product of a thouſand years formerly in the ordinary 
courſe of Providence. 2. It is in this reſpect alſo 
that the Lord's making a ſhort work in the Earth, in 
the laſt times of the Church, may be underſtood by 
à more ſwift courſe than uſual, in order to the perfect- 
ing of the Saints, who then are on the Earth, and ri- 
pening them for Heaven; ſo that anſwerable to their 
 ettainments of Grace in a more extraordinary growth 
herein, their tranſlation to Glory will be the more 
haſtened, and the meaſure of the Work and Services 
of their time, more quickly perfected: This with 
; humble 
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humble ſobriety, I have ſometimes and do ſtill 
judge, that the Lord's cutting ſhort his work then, 
may be no leſs remarkable in the ſhort period and du- 
ration which the Saints ſhall have on the Earth, af- 
ter their calling, than that long meaſure which was 
allotted to Men in the firſt entry of time, as congru- 
ous to this deſign of Grace, to make a ſhort Work 
then, and haften the full tranſlation of the Church 
to its triumphant State. 3. It is to be judged in 
this reſpect alſo, will appear that cutting ſport of the 
Mort of God in the laſt times, by bringing forth the 
great deſigns of Providence, which are then to have 
their full accompliſhment, with /o extraordinary a 
gale of Divine Power, and ſwift courſe thereof, as will 
admit no halting or delay, but ſhall attain that in a 
very ſhort time, which to our thoughts would ſeem 
great for an Age to bring forth. We can ſee now 
with full evidence for what great ends the ſervice and 
aſe of time hath been for the firſt entry thereof, and 
what deſigns the bleſſed Author of the ſame, hath had on 
the ages paſt; But when we look forward on the laſt 
Intent and Work thereof, there ſeems to be very dark 
and ſtrange thought hereof, by many, though the 
ſpirit of God by Divine Revelation, is clear and ex- 
preſs about the ſame, as to what. muſt be yet filled 
up of the Work and adminiſtration of Providence be- 
fore the end: The teſtimony of Chriſt, which is the : 
ſpirit of Prophecy, was molt ſpecially directed under 
the Old Teſtament, upon his Prieftly Office; but now 
is the glory of this Teftimony, as to the Propheſies under 
the New Teſtament, in a peculiar way, ſettled on his 
Kingly Office, in the whole progreſs and gradations of 
his viſible Kingdom, until the cloſe of time and it is 
in a #wofold reſpect that the ſpirit of Prophecy does re- 
veal the great deſigns of Providence, which are yet 
to be perfected before the end of time: The firſt is 
as to a breaking down, and final overthrow of the 
[= I Kingdom 
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Kingdom of Antichriſt under the laft vials; yea, as to 
the methods of Providence, and the manner hereof, is 
alſo expreſs and clear, that when the time is once 
come for this great and magnificent act of judgment 
on that City and Seat of the Beaſt by the fifth vial, it 
will then make a ſtrange and unuſual difpatch, and be 
an amazing ſurprizal, as the Scripture ſpeaks, Rev. 
18. 7, 8. when ſhe ſays, I fit as a Queen, and ſhall 
fee no ſorrow ; then in one day ſhall her plagues come; 
for ftrong is the Lord God who judgeth her. Nor can 
this be more marvellous in our Eyes when it comes, 
than what we have ſeen of the degrees of wrath and 
Judgment, that are already fulfilled on this Adver/ary ; 
ſo as I muſt judge by Scripture evidence, this will 
be a work of ſhort time, as it will bear an extraordi-" \ 
nary and immediate appearance of God therewith; 
But there 7s one great deſign further in that way of 
breaking down, and overturning, which muſt yet take 
place in the final judgment of the Mabometan Empire, 
both as to Txrks and Perſians; which as it may be 
clearly underſtood by the th vial, and does with 
great evidence relate to what 1s foretold of this ad- 
verſary, Rev. 9. 14. under the fixth trumpet, ſo as 
to the manner hereof, in that alluſion of drying up the 
river of Euphrates; when formerly we ſee how theſe 
Angels were let looſe for deſtruction, who were 
bound thereat: We may ſee how the ſame 2/4 
Iafion does ſpeak ſuch a work of judgment, as 
will be ſtrange, ſudden and furprizing, as the dry- 
ing up of Euphrates, by diverſion of that river, did 
in one night make way to finiſh the Babyloniſh Em- 
pire in the time of Cyrius; and now ſame prelude and 
remarkable ſteps of judgment, as to the fall of that 
Empire, have been of late very obvious: . But yet in a 
concurrence, herewith, there is one great deſign ; 
Providence, to be accompliſhed beer the end, 
which 1s for building up, and a reſtoring work on that 
great and long ruin of the ſcattered Jets; and thus for 
| gathering 
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gathering together in one, in the diſpenſation of the ful- 
neſs of time, all things in Chriſt, even in him, Eph. 
1. 10. Which Scripture, I mult humbly judge 
ſpeaks peculiarly to that Jaſt uniting Work about the 
Church univerſal, both of the Jews and Gentiles : 
When the times of the Gentiles are once accompliſhed, 
which as I have a little touched before, then will it. 
be underſtood in the event, how the value and intereſt 
of a day, may be by the Lord in that manner heigh- 
tened, as to ſum up and abridge therein, what had 
not been attained in a thouſand years before: It 
was in the fr ft times of the Goſpel, that the effufien of 
the ſpirit of God, and outgoings of his Power was fo . 
wonderful and ſtrong, as in forty years, the extent of 

the Chriſtian Church, after the Aſcenſion of Chriſt, was 

then greater in the World, than it ſeems to be at this 

day; which I do not queſtion, ſhall yet once miore 

before the cloſe of time, be no leſs wonderful in the 

ſwift courſe and conqueſt of Grace, both as to Jews 

and Gentiles, than it was at that time. But as no 

great excellencies, or extraordinary ſplendour in any 
appearances of God, have been of a long duration, 

whilſt the Church here is Militant, ſo the nearer all 

things are to the center in the final cloſe of time, we 

ſhould expect as God hath exprelsly ſpoke, that it 

will be with a remarkable cutting ſhort of his Work 

then; and that the World will be in a ſtrange man- 

ner ſurprized with his laſt coming: Yea, that the 

greatneſs of ſuch a harveſt of real s converfion, will 

bring in more in a ſhort time, than many ages hath 

done formerly. 4. It is alſo in this reſpect that 

the making a ſhort work in the cloſe of time, may be 

judged, that after ſuch extraordinary diſcoveries of 
God, and Methods of grace, the final Oppoſition 
then made thereto by the World, will be the furtheſt, 
make way for the laſt deciſion of Fudgment when the 
Harveſt of the Earth is thus ripened and made Whyte, 
under ſuch prodigious meaſures of guilt, more than 
12 in 
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in all ages paſt; as the righteous God will then be 
intereſted in vindication of his Glory, to ſhut up for 
ever, that long period of his patience and long ſuffer- 
ings. 5. Let me but. add upon this head, that I 
account it a peculiar demonſtration of God, which he 
hath reſerved to the laſt times of the Church, to ſhew 
before Angels and Men, what uſe he can make of a 
ſhort time, for the greateſt ends and how far he can 
cauſe it.to amount in perfecting of his Work, to bring 
forth ſuch wonderful things in a few days or years, 
that would ſeem as incomprehenſible to reaſon, as 
for the Earth to bring forth in a day, or for a Nation 
o be created therein, Iſa. 66. 10. It hath been the 
Glory of God, that ſome ſhould live more in a few 
years, and act a greater part on the ſtage, than 
others in a /ong age; the firſt ſervice of time was be- 
yond all that ever followed upon this account, made 
wonderful and glorious, when one day brought at 
once forth the Sun, Moon, and Stars; and ſet them 
in their proper Orbs, and another day brought forth 
that Intellectual being of Man, made after the image 
of God; and can it be ſtrange that the ſame God give 
ſuch a demonſtration of himſelf, and of the glory of 
his Power, in he laſt ſhutting up of bis Work, as the 
World may ſee it is not in the reverence of time, 
nor of ages, when his deſign and counſel herein is to 
take place: But if Men will raiſe and build their 
hopes on the long duration of this horrid and fad 
World now in its old age, and think their Houſes ſhall 
be continued for many generations; it will be a fad 
ſurprizal in the cloſe, when they are found in the 
ſame poſture at the coming of the Son of Man, as it 
was in the days of Noah: And I doubt not the ift 
motions of Providence, for making a ſhort work in the 
Earth, will be yet rendered more aſtoniſhing than 
all we have hitherto ſeen ; bleſſed are they that warch 
and watt with joy, for the drawing near of his great 
| day 
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day of redemption, though the preciſe day and time 


hereof, be alone known to the Lord. 

10. It is true, that the way of the Lord may 
ſeem to controul any,/wift motion and courſe of Pro- 
vidence in his procedure this day, when the Wheels do 
to our ſenſe ſtand ſtill, and things yet kept in a ſuſ- 

nce, as to any great or remarkable deciſion in the 
public ſtate of affairs; yea, when after ſuch expecta- 
tions now for a conſiderable time, there is ſo ſtrange 
an Interval of filence, as to the work of God in this 
part of the World, and the Z allance kept in an unuſ- 
ual manner, equal, betwixt the French and the whole 
Confederates, which are againſt him: It is unqueſ- 
tionably, matter of great thoughts of Heart, what 


the event may be e're long of ſuch an aſtoniſhing 


calm and ſtop. But in order to this, let me humbly 
ſpeak a few things to be conſidered. 1. How in 
all times of the Church, it hath been made obſerva- 
ble, that when the Lord is to bring forth ſome great 
Work of udgment on the World, and on particular 
nations, he does not only reinforce Warnings, and 
gives time herein to anſwer his call, but even when 
bis hand is lifted up will yet hold the ſame : But 


where the molt ſignal delay and forebearance hath 


gone before; it is ; ſure the more dreadful and ſad, is 
the /troke oben it comes at laſt. 2. Though there 
needs a Diyine light to make a right eſtimate and 
judgment of things which relate to the preſent day, 
yet if Men admit reaſon, it may be too eaſy to ſee, 


that there is no flow motion in the viſible tendency of 
things, as they now move in zheſe three Nations to 
ſome fatal and ſudden period; except theſe things which 
ſhould thus awaken our fears, have a more ſpecial 
influence to direct unto theſe duties, which might 


yet prevent the ſame : For even judicious reaſon may 


' prophecy what aſpe cts ſuch evils have, as by a native 


and unavoidable reſult have the moſt near and imme- 
diate 
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diate influence on Nation's ruin, when they are come 
to that height, as will admit no cure: And when the 
molt numerous part of a Proteſtant profelſi gion therein, 
are ſo viſibly ſtated in enmity to other, purſuing 
different and contrary intereſts, as cannot but lay a 
gead lift on all publick afings this day: When alſo 
the contagion of example is fo prevalent and mortal, 
but the comfort thereof ſo rare, as 10 any of a truly 
raiſed and heroick Spirit, And if we look to theſe 
who have a leading intereſt in theſe Nations, as to their. 
fations and qualities, how few of fuch may be now 
found, . whole Auceſtors had an eminent appearance 
for God in their day, that have che Spirit of ne” 
Fathers reſting on them ? 

But now in the third place, I muſt crave leave to 
ſpeak a little more fully in order to a trying and in- 
quifitive Judgment on a very great and affecting head, 
what it ſhould mean that there are ſuch threatning ap- 
pearances of hazard to Britain from the F rench Pow- 
er, in theſe times we are in:, | know it may ſeem 
a hopeful ſign, that /uch a Party as we have to deal 
with, are fuch alſo againſt whom the blood of thou 
fands 'of Proteſtants is crying to Heaven, And F 
am perſuaded, that the Holy God will in due time, 
avenge theſe ſtrange meaſures of cruelty exerciſed there, 
upon the Houſe of Bourbon; and have indignation 
againſt that race, until the Sun ceaſe to riſe and ſet © 
But on the otber hand, I muſt ſpeak, that ſurely. 
there ſeems ſomething in an unuſual way, threaten- 
ing in the preſent aſpect of this Adverſary; on which I 
ſhall offer a few ſerious Reflections. 1. That for 
ſeveral years paſt there hath been ſuch remarkable 
evidence of a Seal of their Commiſſion for Fudgment, 

6 not only to take Peace from this part of the Earth, 
but to be the rod of Divine Indignation againſt the 
Reformed Churches: For it hath been under this rod, 

that hitherto the moſt deſtructive deſigns have had 

the 
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the moſt viſible ſucceſſes ; and when an inſtrument of 
Judment is of God's chooſing, and hath an anointing 


for this end put upon him, it proves then to be very 
formidable, as it hath the impreſs of bis terror and 
greatneſs put thereon, beyond what is at another time; 
and is thus acted with an inviſible power and-con- 
currence, until ſuch a work of Judgment be accom- 
pliſhed. 2, We lee this is an Adver/ary who in 
this late deſign againſt the whole Proteſtant Interef 
in the Kingdom of France, hath had ſuch prevailing 
ſucceſſes, to carry on a ruining and judicial work of 
that nature, when in former times the Proteſtants 
there, did with an heroick and invincible Spirit, bear 
out againſt the urmoſt power and violence of four 
Kings ſucceſſtvely ; and could fee them by an extraor- 
dinary Divine hand broke : But oh! now was the 
day turned no leſs remarkably, and the attempts of 
this King followed with that terror, fainting and low- 
_ neſs of Spirit, as to any ſelf defence, that it might be 
ſeen, as in the caſe of Sampſon, their ſtrentb this way 
was departed, ſo as nothing could avail until ſuch a 
work both of trial and judgment, was accompliſhed : 
This I confeſs hath oft had an affecting ſenſe on my 
own Spirit, and brings a more extraordinary call 
therewith, to have our reliances more abſolutely fixed ou 
God, and promiſes leſs to ourſelves from viſible 


means; yea, how to prevent fuch a hazard at be 


fountain's head, as is ſtill threatening, when there 
may be juſt matter of fear, that the date of his Com- 
miſſion is not yet expired. But 3. Is it not known 
that this is ſuch an Adver/ary, over whom the Eu- 
gliſ Nation once had ſo great an aſcendent in times 
paſt, as they were a terror unto that People who 
now does not only keep, but gain ground againſt the 
united ſtrength of ſo grat a Confederacy ? ſo that there 
may be cauſe for a higher look than to what 1s Hu- 
man, 1n the ſtanding, ſupports, and growing ſtrength 
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of that party: And it is ſurely one of the great de. 
monſtrations of Providence in the World, which is 
both in the r:/ing and depreſſing of the Genius of a Na- 


tion and People, anſwerable to the deſigns which 


God is accompliſhing hereby: But this I leave to 
the more ſerious thoughts and judgments of others, 
what appearance ſuch a Sign hath to us this day. — 
4. It is in ſome ſingular way that it may be ſaidl the 
French have attained beyond others, to be united 
within themſelves; and on the other hand, no leſs ſkil- 


ful to divide and promote 4i/cords amongſt thoſe 


who are _— them, and who now in this critical 


jundture of affairs, know how to graft their deepeſt , 


deſigns on theſe inteſtine diſtempers and convulſions 
which are ſo viſible in the Politick Body of theſe Na- 
tions; yea, know how to foment the fame, whilſt 


inteſtine conflitts, even amongſt the moſt /erious part 


of Proteſtants, are fo unceſſant as to ſhut out all fear 


of this kind, and deſpiſe any moral relief or cure, 
5. Tho' it may be of ſmall notice or-remark, upon 


any threatening aſpect of ſuch a Party, yet I muſt 


look otherwiſe thereon, even in this particular, that 


there has been ſuch a long and reſolute conforming 


amongſt us to the way of that Nation, in the moſt pro- 
digious faſhions and attires, who have delighted here- 


in to copy after ſuch a pattern, that they may 


be at laſt in the righteouſneſs of God, made to have 
as ſad a trial of them in the way of judgment, as 
of that continued influence and aſcendent have had over 
them in the way of ſin. 6. But there 1s one reflec- 
tion I muſt yet further offer upon this head, which 
in this day hath had a ſpecial impreſſion on my own 


Spirit, that the /a/t effort and ultimus conatus of the . 
Kingdom of Antichriſt before its final fall, may be 


feared, 1s not yet accompliſhed as to the ultima clades 
of the Reformed Churebes; yea, that this work hath 


fallen under his hand as the inſtrument waited and fit- 


ted 


a 
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ted by Divine Providence for ſuch an end ; het 


hath oft made me judge, that the date of his Com- 


miſſion is not yet expired, when the ſame provoking - 


cauſes of ſuch a deſolating ſtroke as hath 'been of 
late on the Church of France, are no leſs viſible 


amongſt us, and may have the ſame ground to fear, 


when we ſee ſuch a remarkable Beaton 1n their caſe 
ſet before us. The God of the Reformed Churches is 
10 reſpetter of Perſons and Nations, who will not ftill 


bear with a naked ſhew, and an uninlivened profeſ— 


ſion of that pure and excellent Religion we enjoy; 
yea, when the moſt near and immediate Signs, which 
in former times have gone before ſome extraordina- 
ry ſtroke of judgment on Nations and Churches, are 
rather in ſome further degree, applicable to us: 
There may be more than ordinary cauſe to meditate 
terror on ſuch an account, that there is a ſound of 
great Wrath on this Generation, yea that a Sword 1s 
furbiſhed and ſbeathed in Heaven, which ig to have 
ſome great deſtroying work under its hand, before 
it be put up: But oh! nothing is like to do until 


ſomething more extraordinary than we have yet ſeen, 


draw afide that veil of ſecurity we are now under, and 


hide theſe things from our eyes, But I ſhall add here-- 


with, as it ſhould be a bleſſed ſurpriſal, if the God of 


patience mightyetſpare and prolong a ſeaſon of Grace, 


and reſpite ſo threatening a Woe ; fo on the other 
hand, an experimental knowledge of the truth of Divine 


Premunitions, when it is too late, and is had at fo 


dear a purchaſe, will be very ſad, when no convic- 


tion or repentance, can regain ſuch a ſeaſon as we 


now have, if it be once loſt : But as the Proverb 
ſpeaks, non licet in bello aut morte bis errare. 

There 1s one thing yet further now in the ſhutting 
up of this Diſcourſe, which I mult in a few words 
touch; that as it is the alone prerogative of the Deity 


to declare things to come, before they ſpring forth, and 
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who hath bounded the pro/pe? and evidence of his 
People as to future events, or what he is yet bring- 
ing forth of his work in the laſt times, according to 
the extent of Divine Revelation herein, (ſince this is 
to be the meaſure of our light and diſcoveries, un- 
til the /econd coming of the Lord.) So it is no leſs. 
evident aud ſure, than any pretence or - proſpect of 
the events of Providence, which have no depen- 
dance on any natural cauſes, is beyond the poſſible 
reach of all natural Science, or of that horrid pro- 
feſſion which is ſo much aloft in theſe times of judi- 
cial Aſtrology, as it relates to future and contingent 
events; wherein Men as free Agents do act, when 
beſides the known vanity of any ſuch pretence, the 
God of Truth hath put them in the ſame claſs with 
Sorcerers, Iſa. 47. 12, 13. Stand now with the In- 
chantments, and the multitude of thy Secrets, and let 
the Aſtrologers and Stargazers, tand up and ſave thee. 
It is little taken to heart how deep ſuch real homage | 
to the Devil, under a ſplendid ſhew of a dependance 
on natural cauſes herein, may draw to a coming un- 
der greater invaſions of his power, when it is fo far a 
giving up with their Bapti/mal Covenant. I could 
ſpeak what hath been with too {ad evidence known 
of its ?ragick effects, but one inſtance leads me now 
ſpecially to ſpeak thereto ; that before this laſt tre- 
mendous Earthquake at Jamaica, there was ſo ſtrange , 
and univerſal a tendence in that place, to confeult 
Aſtrologers in their uſual undertakings as to the event, 
as did inforce a ſerious Miniſter of the Goſpel, who 
was there a little time before that froke ; not only to 

preach, and appear againſt fuch a contagious Wick- 

Eedneſs as that which brings ſome remarkable judg- 
ment with it, but to publiſh ſomething in Print againſt 
the ſame ; which is here extant: But they could not 
thus foreſee their own deſtiny that was ſo near ap- 
proaching. I might further add a very ſad inftance 

' 5 
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45 40 4 Perſon who was unqueſtionably of eminent piety 
and parts, who by a tao eager curiaſity, was carried to 
make ſome trial of that fudy, which tended not only 
to be his ſnare, but to moſt zragick effects in his own 
_ perſonal lot: Though I forbear to ſpeak more par- 
ticularly herein, only that God is a Jealous God, who 
will not paſs ſome evils, without a ſevere remark 
thereon. K n Ni 


An additional Enquiry on that fi Gn banda of Pre- 
vidence, which is about the Saints bere, and upon 


ſome of the greateſt depths thereof, for giving fur- 


tber Light to ne foregoin g Di e on that Sub- 


Jef. 5 


1 Hope there may be many this dy" on as Earth, 
who are indeed on ſo deſirable a ſcent, and to 
whom this will be a ſubject of great weight, to know 
the way of the Lord, and outgoings of his Providence 


towards them, amidſt the various changes of their 


life, and in the more eminent periods and ſtations 
thereof: But this proves in another manner, an ex- 
erciſing ſubject in an hour of great temptation, to 
carry the ſtrength of a Chriſtian's Soul thereon, and 
to penetrate on ſuch reaſons and deſigns, that the 
Majeſty. of God hath in more ſtrange and extraordi- 
nary Providences, which may for a time, put them 
in an amaze when darkneſs does overfiadow the 
fame ; ſince for Men thus to be ſtilled and diſcerning 
in bis ways, 1s ſurely one of the higheſt attainments 
of ſpiritual Wiſdom within time. There are two 
myſteries of Divine truth to be matter of deep 
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thoughts and reflection, the one is a Chriſtian's con- 
duct and Paſſage through. time, the other is his way 
and aſcent to that bleſſed World which is above, at 
| death; which is by the immediate Miniſtry of the 
Angels: But it is ſurely the fr/t that is moſt marvel- 
lous herein, ſince the ſpecial leading and commu- 
nion of the ſpirit of God is fo eſſential thereto; yea, 
the concurrence of the ole glorious Trinity, and 
where every ſtep in that paſſage is watched by infer- 
nal ſpirits, whilſt they are beſet with a body of death: 
But this is an experiment alſo does never fail, that 
the moſt dark and ſearching trials, which may be in 
ſome unuſual manner meaſured out, do ſtill make 
way for the greateſt diſcoveries of Providence, and 
giving more light to the deep things of God here- 


What I ſhall now ſpeak to, is on ſome ſpecial En- 
_ guiry for attaining a more clear light upon this ſub- 
Jett; in the Reſolution whereof, it will be found how 
much the higheſt afiſtance and ſupport of a Chriſtian's 
Faith in the conflicts of their warfare, when it 
comes to the moſt trying part thereof, does lie here; 
and for. having ſome clear and experimental ac- 
quaintance with the ſame, which is one of the moſt 
choice improvements of grace, that we are called to 
within time, RT 
I. Enquiry that may be ſuitable here, is to know 
in what ſpecial manner a Chriſtian is ated, with re- 
ſpect to the adminiſtration of Divine Providence in his 
M.ilitant courſe, and how he is intereſted herein, 
above the whole reſidue of Men in a moſt ſingular 
reſpect; for clearing of which it is evident. 
1. That it is ſure with their immediate entry un- 
to a new ſtate by converting grace, they come then 
under a ſpecial conduct and care of a watching Provi- 
dence, and of the delegate Miniſtry of the Angels 
which will never ceaſe, no not for one moment, un- 
| til 


8 1 
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til the putting off of their Armour, and a being 
carried into the eternal embracements of Divine 
love. 1 (f 
2. They arein ſuch a manner ſtated alſo, under 
the interpoſitions of this ſpecial care and overſight of 
Providence as if ſuch a Chriſtian, were alone on the 
Earth, and not another, about whom ſo great a buſi- 
neſs and regard from Heaven is put forth; ſo high 
is that value which God does put upon one of theſe, 
who are the immediate * of his complacence 
and delight. 
3. It is in ſuch a manner he is intereſted herein, 
as 2 talent under truſt of the higheſt concern, how 
to be anſwerable thereto, both by judicious obſervation 
of what this way paſſeth betwixt God and them, 
and how their ſuits have been returned after much 
waiting hereon; as alſo for anſwering the ſeveral ends 
thereof, in their improvements of the ſame. 
4. Yea, it is in this reſpect he is ſtated under fo 
great an adminiſtration of Providence which is ever 
about him, as it is he ſeal of Heavdn put to the cer- 
tainty of Divine truth, and the adventures of his truſt 
thereon, wherein he can ſee with joy and admiration, 
that he on whom he did Believe and not ſee, hath in 
the iſfſu&,- made him ſee what be did believe, to be 
undoubted and real. 
5. He ſtands thus alſo related thereto, in the 
matter of a feſtimony, and ſanctifying of God before 
others, upon the account of any remarkable iſſues of 
Providence, and to keep the remembrance thereof, 
up as a part of the moſt valuable intereſt he hath upon 
the Earth; when this way one hour in his life may 
occur, that can fully clear the -gone, and conflicts 
of many years paſt, | 
2. Enquiry upon this ſubjeck, is to know wherein 
the /ingularity of ſome ſteps of Providence, with re- 
* to ſome of the Saints beyond others, do moſt 
ſpecially 
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ſpecially appear, when they are directed for ſome 
eminent deſign of Grace herewith : For a right un- 
3 whereof, we may ſee. 
What ſtrange and different meaſures the So- 
8 . God does take in his refining and trying work, 
| about ſome of his People, which he does not with 
others, as Iſa. 45. Behold I have refined you, but not 
as filver; when it is at a much higher pitch, that 
David upon his proper trial ſpeaks hereof, P/a/. 66. 
Thou baſs tried us as Silver is tried; which is there 
ſpoke as the moſt intenſe degree of exactneſs in ſuch 
a trial, by a botter Furnace, whilſt herein, ſome emi- 
nent project of love, hath _ found Rl then 1 in 
the Mee 
| To what an extremity alſo he will inet 
| brink ſuch'to, in a trying work before it be accom- 
pliſned, ſo as to kill frſt ere be make alive, and ren- 
der the caſe wholly dependent on a Divine miracu- 
lous Power, as in that ſickneſs of Lazarus, and that 
laſt conflict of David's at Ziglag, which proved the 
ſoreſt of all, when it was on an immediate turn of 
Providence, and fo ſingular an is 5 mace agg of Ves 
was breaking up herewith. 5 
3. Thus appears in ſo ſtrange a de rring of Erbe, 
and concealment of the tho ughts and Counſel of God 
towards the choiceſt of his Veopls that may be ſeen 
even under ſuch a duration of afflicting providences, 
as may be ready to faint and ſtagger their Faith, ſo 
as no intreaties, no tears or wreſtlings can prevail 
herein, until they have /tayed out their time wherein 
they mult be tried, as was in the caſe of Jacob on 
Jgſeph's ſuppoſed death; who was ſo familiar with 
God, and yet kept ſo long i in the dark herein, as al- 
ſo of Joſeph under ſo ſtrange a ſcene, and myſtery of 
Providence towards him, until once ' the word of the 
Lord bad tried him. 
4. In his taking ſome of his followers by : 
» a 
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moſt ſignal conduct of Providence, of all viſible and 
ordinary means of their relief; and croſſing all their 
natural inclinations and deſires herein, in an irreſiſt- 
able way, that nothing may interpoſe to darken his 
more immediate appearance in the deliverance. 
But which may ſeem more aſtoniſhing and 
fingular is in ſuch a conduct of Providence, as is by 


contraries, and directing of means, that in their natu- 


ral tendency, ſeem only deſtructive to fuch an end; 
yea, when by a falling down of the greateſt dark- 
neſs, he brings their caſe to ſome higher fru in, 
as may have all mortal ſigns, when yet ſuch provi- 
dences do then moſt powerfully work to haſten a 
comforting iſſue, above all which had gone before. 
6 In an entering of the choiceſt of his People, 


with a more ſingular , and frequenter confirma- 
tions of his love than at other times, into ſome ex- 


traordinary courſe and ſeries of trying conflicts, 
which have been as the falling down of a dark and 
long night, immediately following ſo great a bright- 
neſs ! yea, thns alſo by ſuch a conſtraint of Provi- 
dence leading them into the ſame, as David ſpeaks 
P/al. 66. Thou hrougbteſt us in the net, and laidſt afflic- 
tion on our loins &c. and as the Diſciples of Chriſt 
were conſtrained to go to the Sea, when a ſtorm 
was to follow thereon. 

7. When in following the moſt expreſs and clear 
call to ſome ſpecial ſervice and acts of duty, there 
occurs greateſt oppoſitions, and croſs providences 
thereto, as was in Paul's Voyage to Rome, when his 
Commiſſion from Heaven herein was given, under 
ſo great a Seal and evidence; And nothing did ſhake 


Feremiab's Faith more, than that ſtrange : and grow- 
ing tide of oppoſition, which was ſtill. in the way of 


his work, when his call herein was ſo clear and extra- 
ory as put him to ſpeak thus unto God, Chap. 
2G: 7. 
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20. 7. Thou haſt perſuaded me, and I was perſuaded, 
&c. when he almoſt overpowered by the -ontmilty 
- violence of Men in his work. 

In that ſtrange length, to mhins a deferred 
Fans may be continued before its enjoyment, even 
where the earneſt, and confirmations thereof, have 
been in ſome unuſual way made evident, until it 
ſeemed wholly deſperate, and beyond hope; yea, 
when under ſuch a delay they have been expoſed 
to all kind of temptations, whichin the nature there- 
of, as well as duration, ſeemed to contradict the 
fame and give it the lie. 

9. By ſuch a concurrence fo in fins part of a 
Chriſtian's warfare, as at the ſame time there may be 
Agbtings without, and feam ' within, as the Apoſtle * 
ſpeaks, ſuch as may render it a ſtrange myſtery to 
others, when yet there is nothing penal here ; yea, 
when'this may be for a time, wholly in the dark to 
them, until that deſign of Grace appear for their be- 
ing trained thus by leſſer conflicts for ſuch a time in 
their life, wherein uſually Satan's greateſt effort lies 
againſt them, and the higheſt probation of their 
Grace, which God hath deſigned to take nn ther 
are on the Earth. | 

IO, I ſhall but add on his hen, that as tie Lord 
hath deſigned ſomething in his way towards each 
Chriſtian, that is peculiar to them alone, ſo is that 
variation in the methods of Providence about ſuch, re- 
markable, whilſt ſome have their moſt choice and 
comforting times rt, as was Solomon's,” and bis laſt 
days the worſt, whilſt the latter days, of Job were his 
beſt, But there is alſo ſome ſingularity in the trials of 
the Saints, which it is ſure will never be reiterated, 
either in the kindor meaſure; ſuchasin Abraham's being. 
tried in his Faith, upon the offering of Iſaac; the intent 

thereof being * 2 — it may be Judged 
; that 
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that Job was given for an example, to have a room 
only proper to himſelf, until the Church ceaſed to 
be militant. 
A 3d enquiry, which 15 of great concern on Ve 4 
Subject, lies here, in what reſpects it may be ſaid chat 
the light and comforting fide of ſome very dark and 
aſtoniſhing Providences is gained, which had held 
ſuch under greateſt fears and ſuſpence formerly; fo 
as they can now keep ſight of the way of the Lord to- 
wards them herein: It is true, this is not attained 
in the way of light only, but of power; and one day 
may fall in to raiſe the trial of a Chriſtian, more 
than many years paſt have done; when the night 
may be both dark and long, without either Moon 
or Stars then appearing, before there be any day- 
break: Vet may ſuch a rare enjoyment in a ſpe- 
cial way thus be underſtood, when there is ſome 
coy breaking up of light herein upon theſe things. 
1 How congruous ſuch ſteps in the ſpotleſs way 
6f God, that ſeemed to have ſodiſmal an aſpect, are 
to the excellencies of his Nature, to the teſtimonies and 
ſettled Conſtitutions of bis Word, and to theſe uſual 
methods, which he hath taken with his greateſt fa- 
vourites, incaſes of trial of the ſame nature, and un- 
- as trying circumſtances. . 
When they can thus ſee how great a de fon efign it 
s, which the holy God hath on the hotteſt conflicts 
of his People's warfare, and in redoubling their aſ- 
_ faults, and that it is more than on the higheſt civil 
intereſt of Kingdoms and Nations: and how intenſely 
his Eyes are fixed on what part his people does then 
act, wherein the honour of his own Grace, and their 
victory over the infernal Wold, does ſo much lie. 
. How there is ſurely an appointed meaſure, 
which the work and trial of Faith hath to be filled 


up, -not only with e to the perſonal caſe of 
L ' Chriſtians, 
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Chriſtians, but to. the ſtate of the Church Militant, 
from the entry, to the cloſe of time ; which hath ſtill a 
growing increaſe, wherein each of the Saints hath 
proper intereſt that is allotted to him, for per- 
fecting of the ſame. 

4. When they can alſo diſcern by what a ſpecial 

over-ruling Providence, the Lord hath: uſually be- 
queathed the choiceſt mercies, and prevented great. 
hazards in ſuch a way, as was moſt grieving and 
contrary to their thoughts in the preſent time ; and 
hath ever reſerved the-me/ſt rare experiments. and. trials 
of himſelf, to the moſt trying times of his People's 
lot, when their N was beyond the poſſibili 
of Nature. 
5. When they can ſee what a faord. and ſtrange 
paſſage others have been taken through, in extra- 
ordinary caſes, by that, alone way of reliance on an in- 
viſible God, which could have no riſe from ordinary 
or natural cauſes ; and how ſweet a remembrance ſuch 
providences have thus tranſmitted to the after times 
ofa Chriſtian's life, to witneſs that no joy or comfort 
on this Earth, is comparable to that which hath fol- 
towed the deepeſt agonies and down caſtings. *© 

6. When there is ſome clear — up of light 
upon the deſign and deep reſearches of Providence, 
which are in the moſt ſtrange methods thereof, 
to promote the intereſt and ſervice of many by 
the perſonal conflitzs of ſome of his People; yea, for 
their being thus made a more public bleſſing to the 
time they live in, by example, and their ſpecial im- 
provement of the ſame ; ſince for this end more ſin- 
gular caſes of trial, are uſually allotted by the, con- 
duct of Divine wiſdom, in order to ſervices that ſuch 
are deſigned for beyond others. 

7. When it is evident both from Seripture light 
and obſervation, how no notable merices and enjoy- 
ments of Divine reſpet?, have ever been attained, 
without 
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without ſomething no leſs remarkable in the proving 
of their Patience and Faith, 'which hath gone before: 
Yea, in how ſtrange a manner the Lord hath then 
choſen, to hide his Work for à time, and ſbut up their 


way, that the returns of light after the ſame, might 


be more ſweet and diſcernable. 

8. How it is unalterably fixed by the ſtanding 
Laws of Heaven, that the teftimony of God in his re- 
vealed truth, muſt firſt be the object of his People's truſt 
and expectation, e'reit be made the object of their ſenſe 
and enjoyment in its performance; and that it is an 
inviolable connection which hes in ſuch a method as is 
ſaid of Abrabam, Heb. 6. 15. That after he had 
patiently endured be obtained the promiſe ; ſo as they 
can thus ſee how ſignal a part this hath in the great 


Frame of Providence, when a long term of enduring in 


hope, and under greateſt conflicts, goes before the 
return and enjoyment of the ſame. 

9. How clear it is alſo in the way and order of 
Grace, that God will firſt have a ſore trouble, and 
depths of affliction to be deeply exerciſing and bum- 
ling, before it be made comforting; but with ſuch ad- 
vantage thereby, that theſe will be leaſt broke by 
their conflicts, who have been moſt +4ruiſed and 
bowed down by bumbling exerciſe and Work herein; 
this being ever ſure, that his. great power will never 
be employed to ruin, but to rai/e and revive the ſpi- 

rits of ſuch. ae Ba CL 
10. When they ſee alſo theſe tender methods of 
Divine Providence, as are made uſe of in the train- 
ing of Chriſtians by leſer Eſſays of trial, with ſome 
lucid intervals betwixt one degree and another there- 


of, before the Lord bring forth his de&/ign upon ſome 


more ſolemn and extraordinary trial, which ſhould 


have otherwiſe cruſhed and overſet their ſpirits, if it 


had not been thus gradually brought on. | 
11. But in this reſpect moſt ſpecially it may be 
my LY -: 
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faid, the light fide of the moſt dark and aſtoniſbing 


Providence, is turned towards a Chriſtian, when he 
can diſcern and prove his way towards God, with 


ſuch an humble reference as that, Job 23. 10, But 


thou knoweſt the way that I take: and when it is thus 
made evident in the hid afings of Grace and that pre- 
valency it then hath to keep cloſe with God under the 
greateſt temptations; in their applications alſo, and 
retirements of the Soul with him, where they can 
have no witneſs but himſelf, who ſees in ſecret, that 
he may reward openly; when it is evident likewiſe in 
their de/igns, and being acted. from internal motives 
herein, to have another ſervice for God, than ſuch as 
ſtand with him upon the wages of the Hireling; yea, 
can prove their way in a counter motion ta ſuch evils, 
that are moſt contagious and exemplary in the times 
wherein they are; ſo as thus, 20 ſave themſelves from 
ſuch an outward Generation: When alſo their Work 
hath not only been to prove their fate by ſure evi- 
dence, but to know of what manner of ſpirit they 
were in ſuch a caſe towards Men, and theſe who 
might have had the greateſt influence on their trou- 
ble and grief. : 
But there is yet a fourth enquiry, of higher conſe- 
quence in order to light herein, to know here the 
Ve and comfort of a Chriſtian's confidence in an hour 
of temptation does lie, and what hath the neareſt and 
moſt immediate influence on the comferting Work of 
Faith, -not only in caſes of perſonal trial, which may 
be moſt ſearching, but under any ſurprixal of public 
jndgment, that may be on a nearer. approach than 
ſeems apprehended by moſt, It is true, it is ho- 
nourable for God, both to try his People above the 
power and ſupport of nature, and to bear them up 
herein, 1n the view of the World: But as on the 
one hand it ſeems aſtoniſhing, what providences may 
occur to ſome of the Saints of that nature, as are 
amnongſt 


7 
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amongſt the Arcana of the Divine Government, ſo is 
it no leſs wonderful on the other hand, what he hath 
afforded to be afiſtant thereto, which lie not in the 
reverence of the World, but are a ſecret betwixt 
God and the ſouls of his People; who hath not left 
them in the dark, as to the bid ſpring of their ſup- 
plies. This I muſt improve further bere, though it 
be a little touched in the Foregoing al youre, in theſe 
reſpects. 
1. That there is much then ſuch an undoubted 
aſſiſtance, as an immediate communion with the Spirit 
of God, in addreſſes to Heaven by prayer, when no 
viſible things can be comforting, ſuch as goes above 
the ſupport of Miracles or Miniſtry of the Angels, 
though this be not comprehenſible by the ſpirit of 
the World; which can in a moment raiſe the ſoul 
above its greateſt fears, when there is no cauſe by f 
human ſenſe. herein; and affords alſo one of the high- 
eſt 3 of the Chriſtian Faith, 
That there is herewith ſuch an enjoyment at- 
nbd, as an ineſſectual ſenſe and evidence of Divine 
love, ſhed abroad on the foul by the Holy Ghoſt, which 
gocs above any external providences for this end; and 
does efficaciouſly work, when no light, no former ex- 
perience, nor habitual Grace can ſtem the tide of 
ſome extraordinary afflictions. 
3. Yea, there is alſo ſuch a ſupport to be known 
then, as the ſenſible and immediate preſence of the com- 
forter in his reviving Power, and their fellowſhip with 
him, which no local diſtance can poſſibly obſtruct it 
in ſuch an hour, when their releaſe muſt either come 
out of Heaven or utterly fail. Theſe are indeed great 
things, which cannot be believed and not admired, 
that have thus the neareſt influence on the joy and peace | 
of believing, ſuch as are no attract n but the | | 
greateſt realities within time. [ 
4. Theres the comfort of ſuch Laine prom iſes, [ 
which 
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which by ſome ſpecial application of that Seal of the 


fpirit of promiſe, hath been formerly known, will in a 


dark and fad hour, afford a moſt ſingular aſſiſtance : 


But it is no contemplation can ſpeak the power of that 


evidence which hath accompanied the ſame, when in 
an ob/ignatory way this is given unto the ſoul, or the 


great improvement that hath been made hereof, when 
all viſible refuges are failed. | e 


5. There is likewiſe the ſupport of ſenfuary 


ſtrength, that is in a moſt peculiar way deſigned of 
the Lord, for a ſupply in the moſt overwhelming 
caſe; whenby the publicordinances of the Goſpel (where 
ſuch a door is kept open) and under the Sling of 


that inſtitution, ſuch hid and immediate conveyances 


of Power have been then experienced, as hath made 


them return with admiration upon the directing of 


truths to their preſent caſe, when nothing could be 
more ſeaſonable ; yea, hath been fo evident a return 
oft to ſome humble reference and enquiry in the 


Temple herein, as if it had been by a voice from Hea- 


* 


ven, both in the light and power thereof. 
6. There is the improvement of former experi- 


ence, of ancient friendſhip and love betwixt God and 
their foul, which in the ſaddeſt hour is of a ſingular 


uſe; as alſo of providences which have been more ex- 


traordinay in their life paſt ; fince it is thus experience 
worketh hope, not only upon our reaſoning from the 


fame, but in the way of an eſtabliſhed mean and or- 
dinance for this end, by that indiſſoluable connection, 
which God hath fixed betwixt then. | 
7. Nor is it perſonal experience only, (though 
that takes the deepeſt impreſſion on Men's ſoul) 
but the improvement of ſuch eminent acts of Pro- 


vidence, as have been moſt diſcernable in the caſe of 


others, under their greateſt exigencies, and under 
ſome obſervable Seal of God's immediate appearance 


therein; ſince there is a public intereſt that the reſi- 
| 8 due 
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due of the Saints have in the ſame, ſor ſtrengthening | 
of their Faith, as well as theſe who are moſt imme- k 
diately concerned herein; to make ſome new acceſ- 
Lon to the Church's treaſure, when the iſſue of ſome 
reſolute and great adventures of truſt and reliance on 
Cod, 6, — made dent and conſpicuous to the 
Wor 
8. there is likewiſe that rare aſſiſtance 10 4 Chris- 
tian s Faith, and its comforting g Work in the ſaddeſt 
hour, which is ever then found in the a#ings of love, 
and fer vent emotions thereof to him, who is the de- 
terminer of their lot; ſince it is proper to love that it 
thinks no evil, but hath ſtill honourable thoughts of 
God, even under the moſt diſmal appearances of 
Providence; and is thus watchful that nothing 
ſhould eſtrange or /eperate betwixt them and the lave 
of Chriſt, whoſe ſevereſt act of ſmiting, is to heal, and 
is ever /aving: And where this love is in exerciſe, 
it hath ſuch a piercing intelligence with its bleſſed 
head, as to diſcern his Heart, and the founding of his 
Bowels towards them, even when his hand would ſeem 
to deſtroy ; which renders the way. of truſt ſo ſweet 
and delightful, that F this way could fail, they ſhould 
make no other choice. | 
9. Yea, there 1s to be known then, how. the 
comfort of bope does work upon their being in. the 
iſſue made overcomers, when the Triumph thall be 
_ proportioned to the meaſure and greatneſs of- theſe 
conflicts, which have been in their way; and that it 
is ſo near when this ſhall be made the object of their 
ſenſe, which is now ſuch a wonder to their Faith; and. 
that even in this Militant State on the Earth, they 
ſtand in right, as a part of the Church triumphant, 
who are inſert as members thereof, on- the records of 
Heaven; and tho' they be not yet in Poſſe Zion, yet 
have a proper room ſecured them in theſe re- 


gions of Glory, who my have no zitle, or com- 
forting 
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a view are we to take of the things of time, whilſt 
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forting intereſt now in this World: And how fire 


that other World, in both the ſtates thereof, is each 
day filling up, with a growing and new Increaſe? 

Let me add this further, that as each obleryilig 
Chriſtian ſhould have ſome record and hiftory of him- 


felf, both as to what hath been moſt remarkable in 


the ways of God towards them, and of their 4e/fipns 
and improvements of Grace, which in any meaſure 
they have attained: So is it not expreſſible, what 
an intereſt this makes as an helper to their joy, when 
there may be a ſurrounding of them otherwiſe, with 
matter of heavineſs under manyfold temptations. It 


is by this fort view which is now offered of aff N | 


ance, that have the moſt immediate and prevalent in- 


uence on à comforting reliance and adventurin g on 


God, though trials ſhould be at the greateſt height, 
may let us ſee what an advantage ſuch have above 
theſe who ſeem to have the moſt ſupport and ſecu- 
rity from viſible things; yea, we know little how 
near ſuch a day may be to theſe, who now are at 
caſe, when no comfort or relief ſhall be found 


in another way: And Oh! that Men would in the 


way of reaſon, enquire more deeply about the truth 
hereof, and what they will do when human confi- 
dences are blaſted, if they have no intereſt in ſuch a 


ſupport. 
-I ſhould hive Weed on a fifth enquiry about the 


preſent appearances of the time we are in, but having 


both in the foregoing Diſcourſe and another Piece lately 
publiſhed, [poke at ſome length thereto, as to what 

may be juſt grounds of fear, and for confidence and 
hopes; 1 ſhall forbear to add further on that head; 
but whatever regard may be to the fame, which T 
muſt ſay, hath a directing call in a ſpecial way to 
theſe, who are in the Higbeſt ſtation and power this 


day 1 in Britain; I can with humble confidence ſpeak 
that 
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that what is there offered to be awakening to us as 
matter of fear, when ſuch unuſual grounds are for 


the ſame, was under the dread and fear of that God, 
to whom I muſt e're long give an account of the 
Commiſſion I have received, as a Yatchman to his 
Church; yea, with ſuch inward quiet and aſſurance 
of mind herein, as if the cle of this Diſcourſe, ſhould 
be the laſt of my Work and ſervice within time; 
though ſomething may poſlibly ſeem ſtrange of what 
hath been offered on ſuch an account: But I hope 
therein will be found nothing which may not be con- 
vincing to any of a ſerious and conſiderate ſpifit in 


the way of ſolid reaſon, and was for this intent de- 


ſigned, that by our Ae to the Call and Warn- 
ings of God, which have been very extraordinary 


and evident in our day, there might be yet a meeting 


him whilſt he is in the way, to prevent threatened 
judgment, which tarrieth not for Man, nor is de- 


_ pendent on viſible things, when the time thereof, 


is once come: Only I muſt put up this with 12s 


ſerious reflefions on the preſent juncture of things, as 


may be two obvious. 1. That 1t 1s now ſome 
years paſt, ſince an unuſual and conſpicuous fignal of 
Judgment hath been given not only to theſe Nations, 


but to the whole reformed Churches in that aſtoniſh- 


ing ſtroke, and devaſtation of the Church of France, 
where hath been a plucking up of what was ſo emi- 
nently planted there, and caſting down of what was 
built, ſo as for a time the Candleſtick is removed thence : 
This I muſt confeſs hath had to me, a more ſad and 
affrighting a/pe#, that the correſpondence which is 
this day in the public ſtate of the Reformed Churches, 
does ſo evidently in as high a prevalence of Sin, and 


of waſting diſtempers, (if not in a higher degree 


than could be then charged on that Church. 2. That 
when the Holy God ſets up ſo great and eminent a 


beckon as ſuch a ruin is this day in our fight, he does 
= - uſually 
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uſually for ſome time allow it to be warning and awak- 
ening to other places for whom it is deſigned; and 
herein as to this inſtanre, hath he graciouſly held his 
hand, that the ou7-caft of his People there, might 
have both a retreat and relief in ober Churches; but 
Oh! when the intent of ſuch an aſtoniſhing beckon is 

not anſwered, and ceaſeth to be affecting to our ſpi- 
rits as at the firſt, I muſt refer it to the thoughts and 
enquiry of others, whether the deſign of ſuch a rod as 
hath been there raiſed and made uſe of for Judgment 


end breaking doton, as well as trial, be yet ſifted, and 


hath no further Work for the ſame intereſt and vin- 
dication of the glory of God, as to other of the 
Churches; or if there be no cauſe now to fear that 
the dregs of ſuch a Cup is not yet wrung out? which 


may be feared to be more ſevere at laſt, than what 


was in the firſt part thereof, if grace do not in a ſin- 
gular way interpoſe: And it is on that account my 
heart cannot but meditate terror this day. 
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